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“Do not be alarmed; you are looking for
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He
has been raised; he is not here.” Mark 16:6
Where is Jesus? “Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!” These words
are the bold proclamation we make each Easter morning, the most
celebrated Holy Day for Christians around the world. This belief is
the central core of our faith and our lives. The fact that Jesus rose
from the dead changes everything. Because Jesus is risen, death has
been defeated. Evil has been defeated. Our sins have been forgiven.
We are given new life through Christ. The proclamation, “Christ is
risen! He is risen indeed!” is not just a statement of hope to a life
with God in eternity, but is the fulfillment of the promise that God
has saved us – rescued us – from the evil of sin and death. This
means that we can have life abundantly right now. Because Christ
lives, we can have confidence to face the struggles in our lives, and
courage to rise against the evil in our world knowing that Christ has
ultimately conquered sin and death. The final victory over evil has
already happened even though it may not appear to be the case at the
moment. Yes, evil is still happening on this earth, but it will not
succeed! Hear the words of the angel, “Do not be alarmed.” “Christ
is risen! He is risen indeed!”
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Next Newsletter Deadline: Sunday, April 22
Call the Church Office at 458-1562 or
e-mail office@gslcl.org if you have item(s) for publication.

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS:
 Lillian Skarka family reports that she is feeling better and
thanks everyone for the thoughtful cards. Lillian would enjoy some
visitors (and also more cards!) Lillian’s complete address is: Our
Lady of Mercy Life Center, 2 Mercy Care Lane, Room 460,
Guilderland, NY 12084. .
 Betty Cadwallader who is home. We ask that you keep her in
your prayers. Cards may be sent to: 8 Carondelet Drive Apt. 225,
Watervliet, NY 12189.
 Beverly Quinlan is still in rehab. Cards may be sent to:
Diamond Hill Nursing Home, 100 New Turnpike Rd, Troy, NY
12182.
 Joan VanApeldoorn who is home. We ask that you keep her in
your prayers. Cards may be sent to: 7 Pettibone Drive, Albany, NY
12205

April Birthdays
2 - Nicholas Frohne,
Zachary Frohne
Maralyn Walker
6 - Elizabeth Sickler
7 - Earl Redding
15 - William Mwandambo

22 - Dawn Girard
24 - Elizabeth Alberti
25 – Dorthea Medina
26 - Emily Wrieden
28 - Bertie Cole
30 – Julie Van Sickle
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21 – Sharon Carignan
Palm Sunday/Passion Sunday
Sunday, March 25th – 8:00am & 10:30am
Join us on Palm Sunday as we begin our
service with a procession of palms and move
into the reading of the passion story of Jesus.
We will experience how quickly Jesus’ joyful
entrance into Jerusalem quickly turned into the
beginning of his passion and suffering.

The Great Three Days
During Holy Week, which begins on Palm Sunday we prepare for
what is known as The Great Three Days (Triduum in Latin). These
days focus intensely on Christ’s passage from death to life: Maundy
Thursday evening through Easter evening. For Christians this is the
holiest week of the year. During our season of Lent we have been
journeying through the wilderness through prayer, fasting, and
sacrificial giving in preparation for Easter and the joy of the
resurrection. Easter is so much more meaningful as we participate
in these services and experience what Christ has done for us.
Maundy Thursday Service – Thursday, March 29th – 7:00 pm
Come and celebrate Jesus’ last supper with the disciples and his
great commandment. “I give you a new commandment, that you love
one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one
another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you
have love for one another.” John 13:34-35 This year, anyone who
would like to participate in foot washing is encouraged to do so. It is
a deeply humbling experience as we model Christ’s example of
being servants to one another.
Good Friday Tenebrae Service – Friday, March 30th – 7:00 pm
Tenebrae is Latin for shadows. This service is one that will begin in
light and grow gradually darker as candles are extinguished. This
symbolizes Jesus, the Light of the World, who’s light was
extinguished at the time of His death on Good Friday and returned
in the resurrection on Easter Sunday. This is a powerful service that
will leave you feeling the depth of the love Jesus has for us through
what he endured as we read his final words.
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Easter Breakfast
Come join us for a potluck breakfast
Easter Morning April 1st! It will be
between services, from
approximately 9:00am-10:15am.
There will be a sign-up sheet in the narthex. It is helpful for
planning purposes if you could sign up and write what you would
like to bring. We always have a great selection of goodies! This is a
wonderful tradition here at Good Shepherd.

The Annual Easter Egg Hunt is coming!
The “hunt” will take place between
services (10:00am) on Easter Sunday
April 1st. Between now and then we are
looking for people to help fill the eggs. If
you are able to help please pick up a bag
of plastic eggs in the narthex. Once they are filled they can be
returned on or before Palm Sunday, March 25th. Thank you in
advance for your help!

Hillenbrandt Scholarships
Applications for the 2018-2019 academic year
are online at Good Shepherd’s website
(www.gslcl.org). Locate the application form in
the Youth section. Necessary instructions will
be located on the form. When all necessary requirements have been
completed, return the applications to the church office no later than
April 1, 2018.
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From the Music Corner
“Take a music bath once or twice a week for a few seasons. You will
find it is to the soul what a water bath is to the body.”
Oliver Wendell
We continue to extend invitations for you to sing with us. We are a
friendly group and sing traditional and contemporary styles of
Christian music. We are flexible and offer two rehearsals, Thursday
evenings from 6:00pm -7:00pm and Sunday mornings from
10:00am -10:20am. We are a multigenerational choir and welcome
all ages beginning at age twelve.
During Easter, we will resume singing Setting III which is more
familiar to Good Shepherd. On Easter Day, the choir will sing at the
10:30 a.m. service. Our sung prayer, “I Believe I Can Fly”. This is a
contemporary choral anthem with a positive message of possibility.
Several of you have provided lists of your favorite hymns and we
continue to incorporate them into the music schedule. Please
forward lists of favorite hymns to the attention of the music
director’s mailbox at Good Shepherd Church.
We are in need of instrumentalist to play during preludes, offertory
and postludes. This is an excellent opportunity for children, teens
and young adults to participate in the service.
If you are called to participate in our music ministry (vocal choir or
instrumentalist), please speak to myself, Pastor Edwina, or any of
the choir members after service. You can also leave a message at
the Church office.
Carl Rorie Alexandrov, Director of Music
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The Easter flowers placed in the sanctuary on
Easter morning are in memory of:
Rev. Robert Cole by Bertie Cole
Kathleen Seaton by Bertie Cole
Joanne Dunn by Richard Dunn
Cathi Durr by Richard Dunn
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Akhtar by Iftikhar & Shahnaz Dean
Mr. & Mrs. Lal Din by Iftikhar & Shahnaz Dean
Mary Winters by Meg Winters
George Winters by Winters
The Rev. David L. Vogel by Margaret Vogel
Harriett & Floyd Fronk by Mildred Vigars
George R Perkins by Susan Perkins
Doris O. Perkins by Susan Perkins
Franklyn W. Shaw Jr. by Susan Perkins
Gladys & Dave Miller by Kathy & Mark Silo
Agnes & Mark Silo by Kathy & Mark Silo
Rev. Peter Suarez by Suarez-Redding Families (2)
Departed Loved Ones by Bernie & Barbara Shafarzek
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Loved Ones by Kathleen & Peter Crouse
Richard Egnaczyk by Colleen & Michael Kromrey
Loved Ones by Paul & Susan Spofford (2)
My Husband, Walter P. Guenther by Jeanne Guenther
Pekka Helander by Marvin Miller
Ralph & Marion Miller by Marvin Miller
Loved Ones by Vicki & Jim LaFrank (2)
My Mother, Barbara Pape by Maryanne Sangiacomo
My Father, Henry Pape by Maryanne Sangiacomo
Loved Ones by Carl & Carol Phelps
Rebeca Couse by Kirker & DeLory Families
Eddie Golonka by Kirker & DeLory Families
Thomas Walker by Kirker & DeLory Families
My Father & Sister by Pastor Edwina Landry

in honor of:
My Family by Elaine Sacco (2)
Persphone Grace Kromrey by Colleen & Michael Kromrey
My Daughters, Michele & Sara by Pastor Edwina Landry
The People of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
by Pastor Edwina Landry
Our Children & Grandchildren by Bernie & Barbara Shafarzek
Her Children by Bertie Cole
All My Loved Ones by Marie Wertman
Our Mothers, Margaret Vogel & Elaine Kleinhenz
by the Kleinhenz Family
Our Children, Will, Elena and Rich by the Kleinhenz Family

The flowers will be available to take home
after the second service on Easter morning.
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Financial Report for February
This Month
YTD
Expenses
$13,362.23
$28,132.44
Revenue
$12,721.83
$25,586.85
Surplus +
Deficit $-2,545.59

Confirmation Update
April 8th, 1-2:30
April 22nd, 1-2:30
May 6th, 12:00pm

Good Shepherd
Good Shepherd
Crop Walk - FLC

It’s hard to believe our regularly scheduled
confirmation classes for this year are quickly
coming to a close. During the month of April we will be meeting at
Good Shepherd from 1:00 – 2:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. We
will continue our discussions around the Sacrament of Holy
Communion, and begin preparations for confirmations that will take
place in the fall on Reformation Sunday.
On Sunday, May 6th, confirmation students are expected to
participate in the annual Crop Walk for hunger that takes place at
First Lutheran Church in Albany. Students will asking for donations
prior to their walk. Pledge forms will be available soon. Please plan
to be there by noon.
During the summer there will not be any formal classes at the
church. However, some summer take-home activities for our
confirmation students will be going home with them soon as a way
to stay connected with their faith. And as always, regular weekly
attendance – and at special services - is expected as an essential way
to grow in faith and community as they prepare to become full adult
member in our congregation in the fall through their affirmation of
baptism. It is a joy to engage with them in theological conversations
as we journey in faith together.
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Bus Trips & Musical Performances
St. Matthew’s Church in Voorheesville is offering 2 Bus Trips!!
The first is to Lancaster County, PA from July 31, 2018 – Aug 1,
2018 to see Sight and Sound’s Newest Production “Jesus.” An
action packed musical taking you on a miraculous journey beside
the most powerful person to walk the earth. Trip includes: Round
Trip Bus Transportation; Over Night accommodations at Hershey
Farm Restaurant and Inn, Buffet Dinner and Breakfast; Show ticket
for “Jesus” performance on Wed, Aug 1st 11:00 AM; Luggage Fees;
and a Shopping Trip to Kitchen Kettle Village.
The second is a day trip to Broadway, NYC on September 22, 2018
to see Disney’s “Frozen: The Broadway Musical.”
Forms are posted in the narthex with pricing, for more information
contact Peggy McQuade at St.mattswelcome@gmail.com or call
518-765-2805 Ext: 14.

Fair Trade Coffee
You can support farmers throughout the world
and drink great coffee by purchasing Fair Trade
Coffee. Good Shepherd has provided a service to
members and friends by ordering coffee directly
from Equal Exchange - a faith based cooperative
for fair trade. Order forms are available in the
narthex for our next order. The deadline is April 15th.

March/ April Cluster Collection
For the March/April Cluster Project we will be collecting items for the
St. Francis and St. John/St. Ann food pantries. We will be focusing
on items that people need, but cannot purchase with food stamps.
Please consider donating:
Bar and Liquid Soap, Shampoo, Deodorant, Toilet Paper, Diapers,
Baby Wipes, Disinfectant Wipes
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Just Breathe: Letting Go at 500 Miles per Hour
I’ve been sitting in an elevated contemplative seat
this year as we’ve flown around the country.
Looking out a window from 35,000 feet while
moving forward at 500 miles per hour gives you a
different view of what is, especially when it comes
to thinking about control.
I enjoy the window seat...during daylight it gives
me an opportunity to view the expanse of earth and sky from above
the clouds, and at night I get to feel just a wee bit closer to the stars.
I can mostly choose where I sit but I am also keenly aware that the
plane is being flown by someone up on the other side of a locked
door. I am not in control. Thank goodness!
I wonder what it takes to shift ideas about control when we are on
the ground? Questions such as why do we need to be in control and
why do we expend so much energy maintaining control keep
popping up as I notice where our desire for control leads us.
Contemplative practice offers a path to help us find balance and let
go...whether at home or in the air.
This month, the Just Breathe contemplative group returns to meeting
on Wednesdays at 7pm. I guess our calendar is one thing we can
control. We invite you to join us in silence and the conversation that
follows. If you have questions feel free to contact the church office
at 518-458-1562, or call Michael Gerrish at 518-366-2853. Thank
you... we look forward to sitting with you.

Splash Play Time
Spring is here! Come help with our children's garden! We will plant
seeds so we can watch for the surprise God puts in every seed. God
plants a seed in every day for us to discover his wonder. All
children three and under are welcome (friends too) to come create,
make friends and play!
We are meeting at the church on Saturday April 21 at 10:30am. 🌷
Jeff & Barbara Emptage have a new phone number: (518) 280-4942
10

American Red Cross Blood Drive
The next Blood Drive to be held Wednesday, April
25th 1:30 - 6:00 PM at Good Shepherd.
Please call or see Carol Phelps to sign up to donate.
Blood donations have been down due to the severe
weather causing blood drive cancellations and many folks being
affected with the flu. Even though we have had bad weather and the
flu the need for blood never changes, surgeries continue, patients
receiving chemotherapy continues and accidents continue to happen.
The need is ever present. If you have never donated before maybe
this is the time to consider donating. Walk ins are always welcome.
For questions please see or call Carol Phelps 518-355-3901.

Update to Pictorial Directory
We are updating our pictorial directory in 2018!
Please send a recent digital photo of you or
your family to office@gslcl.org, so our Church
Secretary, Megan Stasi, can include your favorite photo in our
directory. Maryanne Sangiacomo will be taking photos for the
directory for the last time on Sunday April 1st (Easter!) between
the 8:00am and 10:30am services. The deadline to get your photos
in is Monday April 2nd! Call 518-458-1562 for more information.

Faith Matters: No Easy Answers
Some wonder about the purpose or value of Christian education for
adults. After all, aren't we "done" after confirmation?
On a recent Sunday a curious 10 year old joined a discussion about
Christians and the military. "What are you grown-ups talking
about?"
"If God made and loves everyone and everything, and if God wants
us to love everyone and everything, how do we do that?"
He got it ... not so easy. "And that's why adults go to Sunday school
too," said his mom.
Join us during the 9:15am Sunday Education Hour to stretch your
heart and mind. Refreshments provided.
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Nickel Social
On Saturday June 9th we will again be having our "Nickel
Social." We will begin accepting donations of new and used items
in APRIL (please, no clothes). People can start bringing things in
and leaving them in the garage. Examples: Household (dishes,
silverware, cookware, glassware, small appliances); Collectibles;
Seasonal items (Christmas, Halloween, Easter); Tools; Children
Items (Games, Toys, Electronics, Stuffed Animals); Sports Items;
Books; Records, VCR Tapes, DVDs, CDs; Puzzles; Jewelry;
Vases; Candles; Picture Frames. If you have items and are not
sure if we could use them, please ask Chris or Marc Kleinhenz. We
will also be looking for donations of gift cards and gift baskets to
raffle off.

Sleep-A-Thon
Friday, April 6th: Homeless Action
Committee’s 25th Annual Sleep-aThon fundraiser in Townsend Park,
between 5P-12A. Recruit your friends
and family to make a pledge. Pledges
can be a one-time flat rate or an hourly
rate where your donation grows each hour you spend at the Sleep-AThon.
Funds raised will benefit the Homeless Action Committee’s Single
Room Occupancy (SRO) housing and Outreach Van programs. The
SRO is a home for chronic alcoholics who previously were
homeless and living on the streets for years. HAC’s Outreach Van
program makes rounds on the streets and assists homeless people
with food, clothing, blankets, referrals and transportation to area
resources. HAC raised over $16,300 from this event last year, with
75 people attending including college/high school students, elected
officials, church groups and supporters and hopes to surpass that
amount this year!
Please help us assist people who are homeless in our 25th Annual
Sleep-a-thon. Pledge sheets are posted in the narthex. For more
information or to donate call HAC, (518) 426-0554, or visit us at
www.homelessaction.com .
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First Communion Classes
This year we will be preparing children for their
first Communion as early as 1st grade. If you are
interested in having your child prepare for this
special event, please contact Pastor Edwina. Preparation consists of
two sessions with parents, and will take place after Easter in
preparation for First Communion on Pentecost Sunday.

Social Justice News
The Lutheran Church leaders meet regularly with officials in Wash.
D.C. to stand in faith for the rights of all. It is deeply concerning
what effect the cuts to environmental, food, farm, social and
education programs will have on our population. The suffering it
will cause to the least of them is undeniable. For this reason, the
Social Justice committee has decided to have an information
presentation at the April 15th Fellowship Hour. Please stop by
and see how you can stand in faith on the many issues affecting us
today. Information will also be available after the 8:00 service.
An informational meeting was held at First Lutheran on gun
violence in schools. It is a heart wrenching situation. Students who
stand up for peace and safety should be fully supported. Where there
is love, there also is God and hate cannot exist. We must stand with
them in their quest to end this senseless violence in schools. Please
refer to ELCAadvocacy.org for news and watch our web site for
local events. More info also available on the following sites:
wwweverytown.org (click on learn), momsdemandaction.org,
BeSmartforKids.org

VBS
There has been some interest in holding VBS here
this summer. It would be a week-long event held
during the late afternoon possibly around 6- 8 pm.
sometime in July or August. This would be a great
outreach opportunity for our community, but would require many
volunteers. If you would be interested in helping with VBS, please
sign your name on the sign-up sheet that will be available in the
narthex after Easter. Thank you.
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Church Secretary
With mixed emotions, I am writing to inform you that our beloved
church secretary, Megan Stasi, has recently accepted a position as an
art teacher at a local school. This was not an easy decision for her.
As many of you know, Megan holds two undergraduate degrees, and
a master’s degree in Fine Arts, and has always dreamed of being an
art teacher. She was not looking to find a new job when this
opportunity unexpectedly presented itself to her. While my heart
was heavy upon hearing this news - as I can’t imagine not working
with her any longer – I am also deeply happy for her that she will
finally be able to fulfill her dream, a dream that she thought was
gone. Megan will begin her new teaching job at the end of the
month, but has agreed to work here at least one day per week during
the months of April and May while we recruit and select a new
church secretary.
It has been a blessing to work with Megan during the past few
months, and I am extremely grateful for her support and assistance.
She has been a blessing to this entire congregation, and will be
deeply missed. Her gifts are many, and I know that the students she
teaches will be most fortunate indeed.
I ask that you join me in congratulating her on this new venture. We
will plan a farewell event after we determine her last day of work.
Transitions are always difficult, but I urge you to remember God’s
words of promise spoken through the prophet Jeremiah, “For surely
I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.” Jeremiah
29:11 As God is fulfilling a life-long dream for Megan, God will
also move us forward in the dreams and plans God has for this
congregation.
Yours in Christ, Pastor Edwina

Rev. Jo Page’s Installation
Rev. Jo Page, Dean of the Hudson/Mohawk Conference, has been
called as pastor of St. John’s Lutheran Church. Her installation is on
Sunday, April 22nd, at 3:00 pm at St. John’s on Sand Creek.
Bishop John Macholz will be the installing pastor and preacher. All
are invited to attend.
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Visitation Team
Being a member of a church gives people a sense of
being part of something larger than themselves. One
of the basic needs of people is a sense of love and
belonging. Our congregation has roughly 14 shutins that cannot get here to worship with us each week, and they miss
this community. While the pastor visits these members, it is not
possible to see them all in a month. We are putting together a
visitation team to help with this important ministry. If you are
interested in being a part of this team, please let Pastor Edwina
know. Talk with her, send her an email, or drop a note in her
mailbox. Meetings will begin after Easter.

Creation Care Sunday
Sunday, April 22nd is Earth Day. It is a day set
aside to be more aware of God’s creation, and the
role we have in being good stewards of all that
God has made. We will be celebrating this day
with a special Creation Care Sunday. Our worship liturgy, and
Sunday School activities will revolve around the theme of creation.
After the 10:30am service during our fellowship time, we will also
have a blessing of our new community garden, and have other fun
activities related to Creation Care. Don’t miss this special day!

Shelter Meals
Again this year, some of the cluster churches will be
preparing some meals for the shelter residents. The
meals need to be prepared for about 25 people and
consist of an entrée, vegetable or salad and dessert. It
has worked out well when three people prepare a meal
so that no one is doing the whole meal. The food is very much
appreciated by the men at the shelter. We are in need of an entrée
and salad for March 27 and April 24th. A special thanks goes to
Colleen Ward for providing the entrée, Laurie Pasqualino for
making the salad and to Barbara Shafarzek for making the dessert
for the February dinner. If you would like to help with this special
ministry, please speak with Danny Patrick. Thank You.
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News from the Senior Shepherds
At our February meeting we voted to make monetary donations to
Books for Troops and to Eyes Wide Open, NENY Inc.
We are planning a flower arrangement and cemetery flower sale to
be held on May 5th along with a bake sale and free luncheon from
11:00am to 2:00pm. Flower and bake sale will continue May 6th
during church hours.
Our next meeting will be April 27th at 11:00am. All are welcome!

Social Ministry
Your cluster collection to the Schuyler Inn was delivered to very
grateful recipients. The current food assistance program lasts only
until about the 21st of every month. By donating personal care items
and diapers (which aren't covered by the program), you free up more
dollars that can be spent on food. With planned cuts to the food
program, food shortages will be even more common. When part of
our society sufferers, we all suffer. Jesus guides us to share what we
are able so that no one will go without. Thank you for kind support
of the Cluster Collection, the Sister Maureen Food Bank and the
Overflow Shelter at First Lutheran.
If you feel called to help with this Ministry, your input is always
welcome. Elaine Sacco (518) 221-8277

Holy Humor Sunday – April 8, 2018
This year, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
is having our first “Holy Humor Sunday” to
celebrate the joy of the resurrection. Wear a
silly hat, funny clothes, crazy socks or shoes,
and get ready to continue our Easter
celebration with fun and laughter!
What exactly is Holy Humor Sunday? Here are some excerpts
from an online source called, The Joyful Newsletter. “Many
American churches are resurrecting an old Easter custom begun by
the Greeks in the early centuries of Christianity-"Holy Humor
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Sunday" celebrations of Jesus' resurrection on the Sunday after
Easter.
For centuries in Eastern Orthodox, Catholic and Protestant
countries, the week following Easter Sunday, including "Bright
Sunday" (the Sunday after Easter), was observed by the faithful as
"days of joy and laughter" with parties and picnics to celebrate
Jesus' resurrection.
Churchgoers and pastors played practical jokes on each other,
drenched each other with water, told jokes, sang, and danced.
The custom was rooted in the musings of early church theologians
(like Augustine, Gregory of Nyssa, and John Chrysostom) that God
played a practical joke on the devil by raising Jesus from the dead.
"Risus paschalis - the Easter laugh," the early theologians called it.
In 1988 the Fellowship of Merry Christians began encouraging
churches and prayer groups to resurrect Bright Sunday celebrations
and call it "Holy Humor Sunday."
Many churches from different traditions responded enthusiastically.
Holy Humor Sunday services are bringing back large crowds to
churches on a Sunday when church attendance typically drops
dramatically.
If you Google “Holy Humor Sunday” on the Internet, you’ll be
amazed at how widespread Holy Humor Sunday celebrations on the
Sunday after Easter have become among churches of all traditions.
It’s clearly a movement of the Holy Spirit to shore up belief in the
resurrection of Jesus.”
So get ready to have some fun and celebrate the resurrection!

Thanks to Good Shepherd...
Dear Partner in Ministry,
Thank you so much for your generous donation of $500 to Lutherans
Restoring Creation. Your gift ensures that LRC can continue with our
work to bring the outside in to the communities of the ELCA. Thank you
again and we look forward to your continued involvement.
Sincerely, Phoebe Morad, Executive Director
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Dear Friends,
Oh behalf of the Capital Area Council of Churches, I would like to
thank you for the generous gift of $210 to support the Emergency
Overflow Shelter for 2017-18. As we begin our 77th year, we are
grateful for the ecumenical network that has grown in the Capital
District and thank God for people like you!
Gratefully, Deborah C. Riitano, Executive Director
Dear Friends,
Thank you for choosing to support the Regional Food Bank through
your recent food drive. We are very appreciative for your generous
donations of 40 pounds of food. On behalf of our staff, member
agencies, and the hungry in our communities, we thank you for your
spirit of giving and partnering with us in Alleviating
Hunger…Together.
Sincerely, Robert Baker, Manager – Farm Projects & Food Drives
Dear Good Shepherd Senior Shepherds,
The staff and patients at the Stratton VA Medical Center wish to
express their sincere appreciation for your annual donation of heart
pillows for our Veterans this Valentine’s Day! Thank you for
supporting our mission to “Care for Veterans with Compassion and
Excellence.”
Sincerely, James J. Keller Jr., Chief, Voluntary Service
Dear Good Shepherd Lutheran Church,
Christ has called us to serve one another in love and faithfulness,
Thank you for your generous gift of $180 to the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in American in support of Young Adults in Global Mission.
Your generosity shows a faithful commitment to building God’s global
church by supporting young adults as they walk alongside our
companions in Christ.

Peace, Andrew G. Steele, Director, ELCA Global Church Sponsorship
Dear Senior Shepherds,
Thank you for your generous donation of $200 to the Regional Food
Bank’s BackPack Program. The Food Bank’s BackPack program
partners with 218 schools in 21 counties. Each Friday we send bags of
food home with 6,500 students. Your support is greatly appreciated!
Sincerely, Mark Quandt, Executive Director
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Dear Friends,
Oh behalf of the Capital Area Council of Churches, I would like to
thank you for your gift of $100 to support the work of the Council for
2017. Gifts like yours enable us to shelf the homeless; organize the
CROP Hunger Walk to feed the hungry, celebrate the life and legacy of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and provide opportunities for spiritual
growth to students at the University at Albany. We thank you for being
part of it.
Gratefully, Deborah C. Riitano, Executive Director

The next meeting of the women of the ELCA will be on Tuesday,
March 27th at 7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall.
Our next meeting will be on Saturday April 28th at 2:00pm.
Debbie Fowler is the Director of the Eyes Wide Open organization
in Schenectady and witnessed, first-hand, human trafficking when
she was living in Africa. She will speak to us about human
trafficking, around both the globe and right here in our own
communities in NY. Don’t miss this powerful presentation!

How Do We Hymn the Earth in a Time of Climate Change?
Monday, April 9th at 7:30pm
Larry L. Rasmussen, Reinhold Niebuhr Professor Emeritus of Social
Ethics, Union Theological Seminary, New York City, will give a
talk, “How Do We Hymn the Earth in a Time of Climate Change,”
at Messiah Lutheran Church in Schenectady. His talk will begin
with a “letter” to his grandson, Eduardo, age 3, in which he will
discuss the differences between the Holocene and the Anthropocene,
two geological ages in the Earth’s history. He will also make
connections to “Journey of the Universe,” the film shown at Messiah
on January 17, which forms the foundation for the current Adult
Education course that meets at the church on Sunday mornings. All
friends from other faith communities and neighbors are welcome!
Call (518) 355-2311 for details.
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Church Council News
At the March meeting, the Church Council
elected Alice Ngowi to a three-year term on the Audit
Committee. Keith Behrens and Peter Crouse are also
on the committee. The Audit Committee completes a
review of the church financial records each year and
provides a report to the Council.
Several policy statements are being reviewed and revised
including the Building Use policy, the “Safe Church” policy, and the
Conflict Resolution policy. To review the policies or assist with the
revisions, please contact Pastor Edwina at 518-458-1562 or Marjorie
Raymond at 518-435-0906.
Financial reports were reviewed and filed for audit. The
“Faith Works” mortgage was paid off in February. Also, new
flooring was installed and other improvements were made in the
Fellowship Room. The Council thanked Mark and Kathy Silo, the
Property Team and their helpers for the Fellowship Hall Makeover.
Reports and updates were provided on personnel matters
(Marie Wertman), building rentals (Danny Patrick), Property (Mark
Silo), Social Justice (Elaine Sacco), Outreach and Evangelism
(Danny Patrick), Social Ministry (Elaine Sacco), Worship and
Music (Kathy Crouse), and Women of the ELCA (Kathy Crouse).
We are “Stepping into the Future” as a congregation and as
individuals. We invite you to share your comments and suggestions,
as well as your time and your talents.
Marjorie Raymond, President
Council Members: Robert Beach, Kathy Crouse, Atif Dean, Jeffrey Emptage, Dave
Ferrill, Keith Kelly, Donna Myers, Danny Patrick, Marjorie Raymond, Elaine
Sacco, Maryanne Sangiacomo, Mark Silo, Marie Wertman, Pastor Edwina Landry

"The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of
ministry for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity
of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to the measure of the
full stature of Christ." (Ephesians 4: 11-13)
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Contacts
Pastor Edwina E. Landry
pastor@gslcl.org
Megan Stasi, Secretary
office@gslcl.org

518-458-1562 – office
518-469-9282 - cell

Mon – Thurs (Please call

518-458-1562

Winter: Tues., Wed., Fri.
9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

ELCA Contacts
National Office – Chicago, IL
Bishop: Rev. Elizabeth Eaton

ahead to confirm availability.)

www.elca.org

Upstate NY Synod, Syracuse, NY
Bishop: Rev. John Macholz

www.upstatenysynod.org

Hudson-Mohawk Conference
Dean: Rev. Jo Page

e-mail: jopage34@yahoo.com
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Maundy Thursday Service
March 29, 7:00 PM
Good Friday Service
March 30, 7:00 PM
Easter Sunday April 1
Services at 8:00 & 10:30 AM
Easter Breakfast – April 1, 9:15AM
Easter Egg Hunt – April 1, 10:00 AM

Just Breathe
Wednesdays 7:00-7:45pm
Church Council Retreat
Saturday April 14, 9:00am-3:00pm
Splash Kids Playtime
Sat., April 21, 10:30 -11:30am

Women of the ELCA
Saturday, April 28, 2:00-4:00pm
MISSION STATEMENT: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church is a
community of the Lord’s faithful people, accepting and loving others. The
congregation is committed to glorifying God by learning and spreading the
Gospel. Through worship and prayer and by sharing God’s gifts, Good
Shepherd seeks to renew each individual in Christ and increase the
experience of being a part of the Christian community.
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THOSE WHO SERVE IN APRIL 2018
** If you are unable to serve on the day assigned, arrange a replacement and notify the office before the previous Wed. **
April 1
EASTER

Task
Opener
Greeters
8AM
10:30AM
Ushers
Lay Reader
8AM
10:30AM
8AM
Acolytes
10:30AM
Comm. Asst.
8AM
10:30AM
Comm.
Set/Clean
Flowers
Fellowship
Closer

APRIL 8

APRIL 15

APRIL 22

APRIL 29

MAY 6

JoAn Walker

Dave Ferrill

Steve Layne

Keith Kelly

Donna Myer

Dave Ferrill

Kit & Linda
LaManna

Earl & Marna
Redding
Amy Rudat
Joyce & Dennis
Claypool
Keith Kelly
Marjorie
Raymond
Sara Kelly
Richie Kleinhenz
& Johnny Rudat
Marilyn Graver
Carl Phelps
Judy Ahl
Shahnaz Dean
Chohan
Everin
Vol. Needed
Kathy Crouse

Maryanne
Sangiacomo
Susan & Keith
Kelly
Neil & Patti
Olsen
Keith & Maureen
Behrens

Mark & Jennifer
Bradley

Bob & Mary
Benoit

Elaine Sacco
Marjorie Raymond
Amy Rudat

Thomas Hoyt
Kathy & Mark
Silo

Leighann Yost

Dick Walker

Carolyn Wolfe
Liz Kaercher
Blake Wiegert &
Emily Quinn

Meg Winters
Lauren Bradley
William Quinn &
Trenton Kirker

Liz Kaercher
Colleen
Kromrey
Emily Terry
Sadé Miller &
Logan Rudat

Susan Spofford
Daniel Brown
Jordan Kirker &
Ralf Miller

Linda Kowalski
Peter Crouse &
Marvin Miller
Maryanne
Sangiacomo
Barbara
Shafarzek
Kayla Bradley
Blake Wiegert &
Emily Quinn

Dick Walker
Peter Crouse
Mark & Kathy
Silo
Easter Flowers

Steve Layne
Barbara Shafarzek
Susan & Paul
Spofford
Gallucci
Raymond
Kathy Silo
Elaine Sacco

Marilyn Graver
Dennis Claypool
Lynn Best
Bertie Cole
Vinciquerra
Kleinhenz
Susan Perkins
Colleen Ward

Dick Walker
Carol Phelps
Colleen Ward
Dorothy Wimble
Wertman
Kelly
Pauline Wanjugi
Marie Wertman

Steve Layne
Kathy Crouse
Mark & Kathy
Silo
Layne
Raymond
Rob Beach
Rob Beach

Easter Brunch
Danny Patrick

April Counters
Marilyn Graver
JoAn Walker

Bulletin Folder
JoAn Walker

Joyce & Dennis
Claypool
Paul Spofford &
Carl Phelps
Madelyn Terry

Newsletter Team #2
Bertie Cole
Mary Long
1 Volunteer Needed
Friday April 27, 9:30am
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May Counters
Kathy Crouse
Colleen Ward

