October 2019
“So let us not grow weary in doing
what is right, for we will reap at
harvest time, if we do not give up.”
Galatians 6:9
During the month of October our thoughts turn to the beautiful
colors of the changing leaves in fall, cooler temperatures,
pumpkins, and harvest time. Seeds that were planted in spring,
have now produced abundantly due to careful cultivation. Our life
as a congregation is seeing the harvest of the seeds we have
planted and cultivated over time. The Summer Lunch Program,
God’s Work. Our Hands Service Project, the Community Garden,
and the many outreach projects our congregation is involved in
are harvests of abundance for so many in our community. Our
Intergenerational Sunday School is growing to include
congregation-wide participation on the first Sunday of each month
as we explore Creation Care. These seeds of faith formation are
growing slowly, but steadily. Last month we started a weekly
Game Night on Monday nights that is sowing seeds of connection
within and outside our community of faith. Wonderful ministry is
happening here because of the seeds of love, dedication, and
commitment.
The seasons of nature show us that change is a necessary part of
growth. Seeds change and transform into new forms. Our various
ministries also change and evolve in many ways. This is a sign of
life and flourishing. So as we enter the season of fall, let us as St.
Paul says, “not grow weary in doing what is right.” Caring for each
other, showing respect, healthy conversations, creativity, wonder,
and joy are all seeds that will continue to reap an abundant
harvest that will spiritually feed those in our congregation, our
community, and our world. I am grateful and filled with joy to be
called to help cultivate this journey of faith with you.

Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Edwina
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PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS






Betty Cadwallader - Cards may be sent to her at Schenectady
Center for Rehab, Room 308, 526 Altamont Avenue,
Schenectady, NY 12306
Maria Mackey - Cards may be sent to 9 Consaul Road, Albany,
NY 12205.
Carolyn Wolfe - Cards can be sent to 112 Rockefeller Road,
Apt. 112, Delmar, NY 12054.
Stephanie Yost – Cards can be sent to her daughter, Leighann
Yost, at 46a Swayze Drive, Latham, NY 12110.
Lillian Skarka - Cards can be sent to 2 Mercy Care Lane,
Room 460D, Guilderland, NY 12084.

Hearing Loop
In early May, Upstate Hearing Loops installed
a hearing loop in the sanctuary. The cost of the
loop was covered by generous members of the
congregation. It allows those with hearing aids to receive the
audio directly to their hearing aids. For those with hearing
difficulty, but do not have hearing aids, the church has four
receivers that can be used along with earbuds or headphones.
This will improve accessibility in our church and we are blessed to
have this in our worship space!

Sunday, October 27th
Reformation Sunday &
Confirmation
Feel the Spirit and Wear Red!
Join in the celebration as Kayla Bradley
and Emily Quinn are confirmed!
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October Birthdays
3 – Wendy Connelly
16 – Neil Olsen
4 – Jordan Kirker
21 – Aakash Chohan
4 – Trenton Kirker
24 – Emily Terry
4 – Madison Kowalski-Hughes
5 – Mason Kirker
25 – Mark Silo
5 – John Ludwin
26 – Jeanne Guenther
6 – Pam Zepf
26 – Brandon Spofford
8 – Marcus Pasqualino 27 – Emily Quinn
9 – Olivia Yarter
27 – Laura Szesnat
12 - Blake Wiegert
27 – Jill Terry
14 – Mike Gerrish
27 – Wayne Durr
14 – Elizabeth Redding 28 – Robert Bahan

  


Congratulations to Mya Ann Gallucci who received the Sacrament
of Baptism on September 1st.
Congratulations to Kayla Bradley and Emily Quinn who will be
confirmed on Sunday, October 27th.
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Annual Community Halloween Party
This year's Annual Halloween Party will be on Saturday, October
26th at 2:00 PM. We will be playing a lot of games like musical
chairs, boo bingo, pumpkin relay races, and "toss the ring on the
witche's hat " and everyone will have opportunities to win prizes.
There will also be a Halloween piñata filled with candy, which is
everyone's favorite. We will have many tasty treats, hot cocoa
and apple cider.
We will conclude the Halloween Party with our traditional
Halloween Parade and costume contest where everyone is
awarded a certificate for their special costume.
We need help with decorating that morning at 11:00 after QiGong
classes and also during the party. If you can help out, please
speak with Danny Patrick. So please join us and invite family,
friends, and neighbors and come out to this "spook-tacular" event.

Blessing of the Animals Sunday, October 6th
St. Francis of Assisi, patron saint of animals and the environment,
is remembered on his feast day on October 4th.
Our 2nd Annual Blessing of the
Animals will take place on Sunday,
October 6th at 3:00 pm on the front
lawn of the church. Bring your pets (on
leashes or in carriers) to receive a special
blessing. Invite your friends and
neighbors too.
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Garden News
The garden had a good year.
There was an increase in produce
which we were able to donate. It
should increase again next year
with the addition of blackberry and
red raspberry bushes. They are
coming in robustly. A pollinator
garden is in the beginning stages to further help our garden and
also pollinators who are having a hard time coping with pesticide
use and habitat space.
Because of an invasive worm in our area, plants must be carefully
cleaned of dirt to prevent the spread of it. Work nights will
continue on Wednesday; 6pm until the weather prevents further
care.
A big thank-you to Lynn Salerno for the birdbath and to Marjorie
Raymond for donation of garden tools and equipment. Thanks for
helping this ministry grow! If you have something to share from
your yard or would like to help please call 518-221-8277.

Church Book Club
Join us on Tuesday, October 15th at 7:00 as we discuss the book
“Dancehall” by Bernard F. Connors of Loudonville. This murder
mystery takes place in Lake Placid in the Adirondacks, and is
loosely based on a similar real life event. Even if you didn’t finish
the book, join in on great conversation and refreshments!

Fall Yard Clean-Up
It’s that time of year to rake the leaves,
collect the pine cones, and clean up
before winter. Get ready! Date to be
announced. Feel free to stop by any time
you have a hour to spare!!
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The
Music
Corner
“A bird does not sing because it has an answer.
It sings because it has a song.” -Anonymous
Choir rehearsals are Thursday’s evenings from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00
p.m. and Sunday mornings from 10:00 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. We’ve
incorporated children’s choir rehearsal as part of Sunday School.
Children’s choir rehearses Sunday’s from 9:45 a.m.-10:00 a.m.
We are beginning new pieces for Advent
and Christmas. Several of you have
provided lists of your favorite hymns and
we continue to incorporate them into the
music schedule. Please forward lists of
favorite hymns to the attention of the
music director’s mailbox at Good Shepherd Church.
If you are called to participate in our music ministry (vocal choir or
instrumentalist), please speak to myself, Pastor Edwina or any of
the choir members after service. You can also leave a message at
the Church office.
Carl Rorie Alexandrov, Director of Music

Splash/Cradle Roll
Splash Kids did not meet over the summer,
we hope you had a really good one.
Participants will be called to identify interests
and possibly connect in another way. If anyone
is interested in serving our youngest members;
please contact 518-221-8277 “Children are our best teachers of
the holiness of time”.
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Church Council News
September has been a busy month for Good Shepherd. We saw
some wonderful service as members made lunches and goodie
bags for local hospital staff, we have been witnesses to some
thoughtful videos about stewardship, many of us participated in a
wonderful intergenerational Sunday school class about God’s
Creation, and the Outreach and Evangelism sponsored another
successful Community Day.
While these are major events in our church, there are also many
small things that take place, both in and out of the public eye.
Tasks such as folding bulletins, weeding the garden, hanging the
banners, calling or emailing a member, and updating the office
computers are just as important!
All of these things are done in the spirit of our mission statement:
“We are a community of God’s faithful people called by Christ to
love, welcome, and care for all.” Think about our mission
statement, not only at church, but throughout your day.
As we move into the fourth quarter of the year, think about how
the mission statement might help to call you to serve our
congregation - maybe as a member of council, as a member of a
ministry team, as a worship assistant, or _______________.
Thanks!
Mark Kaercher

Men’s Breakfast
The men of the church are invited to join together on the first and
third Saturday of each month at 8:00am at the church. October
dates are the 5th and 19th. If you would like more information,
please contact Mark Kaercher.
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Sunday School News
We continue to have more participation in our Intergenerational
Sunday School Program. The children and adults are learning a lot
from each other as we grow in faith together. We encourage
everyone to come and join us in the Fellowship Hall on Sundays at
9:15am.
We are excited to have Antoinette Vinciquerra and Heta Miller
volunteer to help as teachers this year along with Susan Kelly and
Marie Wertman who have been faithfully serving for many years. We
always have two adults present when working with children. Usually
this means a teacher and one parent who volunteers to stay and
help. This enables each teacher to only have to commit to teach
once per month, and enjoy other Faith Formation classes or other
opportunities the rest of the month. It’s a work in progress and we
thank all who volunteer to share their time and faith with children.
This year, we have expanded our intergenerational approach to
include congregation-wide participation on the first Sunday of every
month when the Faith Matters, Bible Study Groups, and others join
together in the fellowship hall to learn about a Creation Care focus
that month led by Pastor Edwina. We began this on September 15th,
with a lot of new faces. A lot of positive feedback was received. This
new approach really shows children by example the importance of
faith. As adults interact with children, they learn from one another
and children feel valued.
As part of our baptismal promises, we as a congregation promise to
help nurture children in their faith formation. Joining together for faith
formation is a powerful witness to our children and to each other.
Thank you for all your support, and we invite those who have not
joined in to give it a try. Our next Congregation-Wide Faith Formation
Event will be Sunday, October 6th at 9:15 am.

Congratulations to Ute Buff who
will officially become a U.S.
Citizen on October 18th!
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Confirmation
Confirmation classes this year will begin on Sunday,
October 8th from 12:30 – 2:00 pm at Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church. The other Cluster Church that has
students is Holy Spirit, and students from there will
also be participating. Since Pastor Dave Preisinger retired, Pastor
Joyce Fiore, the lead pastor of the MITT (Ministry in Transition
Team) at Holy Spirit will be co-teaching with Pastor Edwina. We
will once again use the Collaborate Curriculum and will focus this
year on Lutheran History and Catechism. We look forward to
another exciting year of Confirmation!

Monday Game Nights
Good Shepherd has begun Monday
Game Nights and it is off to a great start!
We gather every Monday at 6:30 pm in
the fellowship hall. This is open to
everyone in the community and a great
opportunity to get to know our neighbors
and have a great time. You can use one
or more of the many games we have or bring your own. Come out
and have some fun!

News from the Senior Shepherds
Looking ahead – we plan to have a craft sale at the Cookie
Walk in December. We will be making crafts and if anyone
has anything they can contribute, we would appreciate it.
In November and early December we will be collecting small
stuffed animals which we donate to Parsons. Donations are
always welcome. Our next meeting will be on October 25th
at 11:00. All are welcome.
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Fall Blood Drive
American Red Cross Blood Drive at Good Shepherd on Wed.,
October 30th from 1:30 -6:00PM.
First time donors, walk-ins, friends, neighbors or experienced
donors welcome. Summer and severe weather have caused major
blood shortages to the blood supply so your donation is most
important. Rapid Pass on line the day of the blood drive helps
shorten the preregistration process.
Sign up with Carol Phelps (518-355-3901) or online. Any
questions please see Carol Phelps.

Women of the ELCA
Pam Zepf has volunteered to serve as the new
coordinator of the Good Shepherd – Loudonville
Unit of the Women of the ELCA.
A business meeting was held on September 24th
that included:




Election of Officers for 2020
Election of two delegates to the WELCA
Biennial Convention in Canandaigua, NY
on October 4-6, 2019
Initial planning meeting for the December 15
Cookie Walk.

Stay tuned for more information on the next meeting. Contact Pam
Zepf at 518-785-1102 with any questions.
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Tuesday Morning Bible Study
Come and join in on the Tuesday Morning Bible
Study 11:00 am – 12:15 pm as we study Scripture
and grow in God’s word. This fall we are studying
the book of Revelation. Each week we begin in
prayer, reach out to others who may be ill or just need cheering up
with a card and personal note, and enjoy some coffee, tea, and
other snacks. If you have any questions or need a ride, please
contact Carolyn Wolfe or Bertie Cole.
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September-October Cluster Collection
As we do each fall, the Lutheran Cluster Churches will be
collecting cleaning supplies for the Emergency Overflow
Homeless Shelter in September and October. In addition to
cleaning supplies—the shelter is also needs to replace bed
pillows,wash cloths and protective pillow covers (not pillow cases)
that zip, similar to ones used in hospitals and nursing homes.
Also, the eating and drinking products used on a daily basis in the
shelter can no longer be Styrofoam, and they are in desperate
need of paper hot and cold cups (only 6 oz. and 8 oz.) as well as
sturdy paper plates. If you are able to pick these up between now
and the first of October, that would greatly help the shelter start off
right this coming season.

Social Justice
Thanks to all who participated in the Climate Change March and
Rally on September 20, 2019 during Non-Violence Week.
The ELCA Advocacy office has several action items for us to act
on for October. 1: Urge Congress to support the Keeping Girls in
School Act (a global program to lift families out of poverty through
education), 2: Renew Child Nutrition Reauthorization this year
(fights childhood hunger and help keeps kids in school) and 3:
Urge Congress to pass the Global Fragility Act (landmark
bipartisan legislation to help countries identify root causes of
violent conflicts to enable solutions). More detailed info is
available on the ELCA Advocacy site. Please contact your
legislators and ask them to act.
As you pray about the many concerns around us and the world,
please ask for direction toward ways our faith community might be
part of solutions. Contact 518-221-8277 or 813-817-9521 with
your ideas or to join us in developing social justice for all.
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Just Breathe: Contemplation at Good Shepherd
…Well….It’s about time..

“Time has come today…HEY!”
The Chambers Brothers
Last month’s Just Breathe article was really about
time, and how we use it. Time has been a central topic of
conversation among humans for thousands of years: whether
farmer, philosopher, spiritual leader, or musician, the
measurement of “then to when” is common to us all.
Martin Luther King, Jr often spent time in spiritual retreat. Dr. King
said that if he didn’t take time for prayer, he wouldn’t be able to
accomplish anything. After his time in Memphis in support of
striking workers was done, he was scheduled to go on an
extended retreat with Thomas Merton at Gethsemani Monastery,
but an assassin’s bullet intervened. Dr. King’s reliance on prayer
and meditation as preparation for right action in a world steeped in
poverty, racism and war shows us that our spiritual lives can run
deeper than just asking God for personal blessings…and that
there is no better time than now to be engaged in God’s work with
our own hands.
So how do we begin? Contemplation is a good option.
Good Shepherd’s Just Breathe offers a friendly place to release
worry and just be. We sit without judgement, hear a few
encouraging words, ding a bell and rest in silence. After a few
minutes the bell sounds again and we share some thoughts. We
find solace, renewal, and the energy to look outward to extend our
hands in kindness to a need-filled world.
Just Breathe meets every Wednesday at GSLC for 45 minutes or
so at 7PM. We invite you to join us for a quiet sit and some heart
felt conversation. No dress code, no dues, and whether you’ve
been psychedelicized (Hey!)…or not, all are welcome. Thank you,
and peace.
Thank you, and peace.
Mike Gerrish

13

Faith Matters – Creatures Great and Small
In October we remember St. Francis of Assisi, patron saint of
ecology, and honor his great love of animals and all of nature.
From the ecology message of another Francis ... Pope Francis
and his 2015 encyclical "Laudato Si (Praise Be): On Care for Our
Common Home": When we can see God reflected in all that
exists, our hearts are moved to praise the Lord for all his creatures
and to worship him in union with them.
ALL his creatures. Yet environmental scientists fear we are in the
midst of a mass extinction, with 30-50% (or more!) of species
eliminated in the next 30 years. Yes, mass extinctions have
happened before. But this time we humans are the cause for the
extreme decline in biodiversity.
In October, Faith Matters discussions will focus on ways we can
appreciate and better care for the animal world and all its diversity.
During the October 6 Education Hour we meet in the Fellowship
Hall for inter-generational learning. We'll be in the Blue Room
October 20 and 27 to continue the discussion and to understand
how we might be part of positive change. Join us!
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Fair Trade – Green Tea
We could talk about the proven benefits of green tea: lower
caffeine, more anti-oxidants, increased fat burning, improved brain
function, stabilizing blood sugar, and more. But I want to highlight
how ALL of Equal Exchange's Organic Teas promote and
preserve the "greening" of our world.
Yes, drinking organic tea means no chemicals in your cup.
Growing tea organically using plant- and microorganism-based
fertilizers and pest deterrents -- rather than chemical fertilizers,
pesticides, fungicides and herbicides -- also reduces harmful
effects to farmers and to the environment. Everyone wins.
Most commercial teas are grown on large-scale tea-only
plantations, eliminating any variety of plant and animal life. This
mono-cropping strips soil of nutrients, destroys forests and leaves
wildlife with no place to thrive. The tea harvest is often
mechanized, reducing earning options for local workers.
Equal Exchange organic teas are grown by small-scale farmerpartners, often in remote areas of India and Sri Lanka. These
growers promote biodiversity by using biodynamic farming
methods, including natural pest deterrents, companion planting
and composting. Wildlife and local flora flourish alongside tea
farming. Think Garden of Eden.
You'll find a selection of Equal Exchange Organic Teas -including green tea -- for purchase ($4 per box) at the self-service
Fair Trade cart in the Fellowship Hall. Or brew yourself a cup
during Fellowship Hour. And as you sip, consider how even your
choice for tea connects you to many others, all playing a part in
caring for God's world.
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Hoffman Car Wash Helping Hands Fundraiser
Proceeds will now go to the Hillenbrandt Scholarship Fund.
Tickets available from Chris Kleinhenz or online at
http://www.hoffmanhelpinghands.com/fundraiser.cfm?id=375
Exterior $10 – Interior $25. They make great Christmas and
birthday gifts!!

Tithe.ly
Our online giving is up and running! More and
more people are carrying around less cash,
but that no longer means you can’t make a
donation to our congregation. You can go to
our website www.gslcl.org via your computer
or phone and make an electronic donation.
You can also download the app from the App
Store on your phone – tithe.ly. It’s secure and easy. Try it out
today.
We now have the added availability of a QR code to make the
opportunity to contribute more convenient. You will see the below
message in your weekly bulletins and on our website.

Donate here to
support the
various ministries
of Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church
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Thrivent Grants
The many outreach projects of our congregation are made
possible in large part by grants from Thrivent Financial. Every
Thrivent member is eligible to apply for two $250.00 Action Team
grants per year. These are easy to apply for, and if you need help
please ask Carol Phelps, Danny Patrick, or Pastor Edwina.
If you are not a Thrivent member, but would still like to help apply
for a grant, you can become a Thrivent Associate Member.
Associate membership is $19.95 and with that membership
you are able to apply for a one $250.00 Thrivent grant for our
congregation’s outreach projects. Contact Thrivent either by
phone or at Thrivent.com for more info.

Support Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church with
Amazon Smile!
Amazon donates 0.5% of the
price of your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases to
the charitable organization of
your choice. Sign in to
smile.amazon.com on your
desktop or mobile phone
browser and choose “Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church.”
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Please help replenish the Building and Equipment Fund
that is used for unbudgeted and unexpected needs as they
come up for our building or mission station. Special
envelopes are in your envelope boxes, in the seats in the
sanctuary, and on the table in the narthex.
Thank you!

Qi Gong
Boost your metabolism, increase your bone density, improve your
balance, and enhance your immune system! Join the Saturday
Morning Qi Gong Club at GSLC every Saturday starting at
9:30 am. The Wednesday evening classes have been cancelled.
Classes are $10.00 each. This is a wonderful spiritual practice, led
by Maria Patrick, Certified Holistic Health Coach & Qi Gong
Instructor

All Saints Sunday - One of the
traditions of the church on All Saint’s
Sunday is to remember friends and
family who have died over the past year.
On November 3rd here at Good
Shepherd, we offer prayers of
thanksgiving and remembrance and light
a candle for those who have passed.
If you wish to have someone remembered during this service,
please call the church office at 518.458.1562 by October 24th or
email us at office@gslcl.org so they can be listed in the bulletin.
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Rain barrel for the garden
Canopy pop-up tent for our events
Small round table & chairs for children for fellowship hall
Regular size tables & chairs for fellowship hall
Composter
Air conditioning for sanctuary

Wishes do come true!
Thank you to the following individuals who donated items from the
previous wish list:




Solar lights from Betty Sickler
Garden tools from Marjorie Raymond
Bird bath from Lynn Salerno

Speaking of wishes coming true – we
welcome and give thanks to God for
Kiran Sajid Hamid Dean, Atif’s fiancée
who is finally here after moving from
Pakistan to the city of Hardenburg in the
Netherlands to Albany, NY where she
and Atif will soon be married.
Another wish coming true!
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2019 Fall Hudson Mohawk Conference
The Fall Hudson Mohawk Conference will be held on Sunday,
October 20th, 2:00pm at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in
Clifton Park. Mark Kaercher and Marjorie Raymond will be joining
Pastor Edwina as delegates. Among the topics of discussion at
this conference will be the bishop election process. At our Synod
Assembly next June, we will be electing a bishop. Details will be
discussed at this fall conference concerning the specific process
that our conference will follow in the election of a bishop.

New Members
Several individuals who have been worshipping at Good
Shepherd have expressed an interest in becoming members.
During the month of October they will be officially joining our
congregation. If you have been attending Good Shepherd and
would like to join, please contact Pastor Edwina.

Don’t forget to set your clocks
BACK one hour on November 3rd!

November Newsletter Deadline: Monday, Oct. 14
Call the Church Office at 458-1562 or e-mail office@gslcl.org
if you have item(s) for publication.
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*Dear Good Shepherd Friends: It is with a broken heart I write
this note. I am going to be in an assisted living apartment here at
Schenectady Center, 526 Altamont Ave, Schenectady, NY 12303.
I will no longer be able to attend church, among other things I
enjoyed! If I get well enough to walk that good and take a cab, I
may show up once in awhile. But, I wanted to be sure to tell you
how grateful I am to all of you for your prayers, gifts, phone calls,
etc. Yes, I still have my leg! I’m in therapy still learning to walk
again. I will never forget my friends – and hope I will get strong
soon to visit.
God Bless All of You!
Betty Cadwallader
*Members and Friends at Good Shepherd – A special heartfelt
thanks and appreciation for your prayers and caring
thoughts/cards with the passing of Mom and my surgery recovery.
Mom had a wonderful long life (99 years). She often asked what
project the Senior Shepherds were doing as she had also enjoyed
helping when in town.
Peace,
Carolyn Wolfe
*Dear Good Shepherd Council: On behalf of the Synod-Council,
Thank You! We are especially grateful that in these changing
times in our communities and congregations that you have
remained committed to sharing in mission support this year. Your
contribution has made a real difference in the lives of so many.
Please let me know if there are ways that we can continue to
support your congregation and be the church together.
With a Grateful Heart,
Pastor Pamela Hoh, Council Member at Large
*Thank you to members of the Hillenbrandt Scholarship
Committee for organizing the Ice Cream Social. And thank you to
all who donated to the Scholarship Fund!
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Summer Lunch Program
As we are sure you have either read or
heard - this year's Summer Lunch
Program was a huge success! The
Outreach and Evangelism Ministry Team
would like to thank the congregation for
your donated food items, monetary
donations, books, support and prayers for this special ministry.
We would also like to thank all of the people who applied for
Thrivent Action Grants that were used to obtain food, school
supplies, sweatshirts, and underwear for the children. They are:
Marc and Chris Kleinhenz; Susan and Paul Spofford; Carol and
Carl Phelps; Bertie Cole and Danny Patrick.
A big thanks goes out to our Community Supporters. We received
$600 from Stewart's; the milk was donated by Garelick Farms; tee
shirts were given to us by the Capital Church on Vly Road in
Colonie; Lodges in Albany that provided the socks, underwear and
sweatshirts/hoodies at an extremely low cost, and Fidelis Health
Care that generously donated 120 backpacks.
Last, but certainly not least, a huge thank you to all of the
volunteers and staff who made this program such a big success
week after week. And they are: Kirsten Andersen, Marilyn Graver,
JoAn Walker, Bertie Cole, Richard Covey, Barbara Emptage, Cliff
and Susan Brant, Elaine Sacco, Betty Suarez, Kathy Westerholt,
Laurie, Joshua and Marcus Pasqualino, Pastor Edwina, Kathy
Williams, Robert and Kyle Beach, Carol and Carl Phelps, Mary
Long, and Danny Patrick. A special thanks to Mary Long who
provided crafts every week for the children. Also, to those who
filled backpacks, bagged up sweatshirts/hoodies, brought
backpacks and sweatshirts down to the Schuyler Inn and set
everything up for distribution - this all came together because of
you. Thank you Bertie Cole, Sue Brant, Carol Phelps, Susan and
Paul Spofford, Kirsten Andersen, Dave Ferrill, Jessica and Mark
Kaercher, Maureen Behrens, Colleen Ward and John, Susan
Kelly, Susan Perkins, Danny Patrick Jr., and Danny Patrick.
We thank you all from the bottom of our hearts for the many ways
you got involved in this ministry and we look forward to doing this
program next summer.
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*Dear Friends: The staff and patients of the
Stratton VA Medical Center wish to express their
sincere appreciation for your generous donation of
heart pillows, blankets and puzzle books for our
Veterans. It means so much to Veterans when they are
remembered and recognized for their service to our Country.
Thank you for supporting our mission to “Care for Veterans with
Compassion and Excellence.”
James J. Keller, Jr., Chief, Voluntary Services
*Dear Good Shepherd – Thank you for your generosity in
providing a wonderful lunch. It was a nice surprise and much
appreciated. -Residents of Loudonville Assisted Living
*Dear Friends: Thank you for your generous donation to the
Regional Food Bank. Your gift is greatly appreciated. The food
and other resources we provide would not be available without the
support we receive from so many caring people Thank you for the
role you are playing in that process with your contributions.
Mark Quandt, Executive Director
*Thank you to Vic Riggins for shampooing the sanctuary carpet.
What a beautiful enhancement to our worship space!

Thank you to everyone who participated in God’s Work. Our
Hands Sunday! Adults and children made 100 “Bags of Thanks”
for nurses and staff as our service project. We filled them with
sandwiches, snacks, a drink, and notes of thanks. The children
also made special cards to thank the staff. Members then
delivered them to Albany County Nursing Home, St. Peter’s
Hospital, Loudonville Assisted Living Residence, and Atria
Assisted Living. They were all extremely surprised and
appreciative of this kindness!
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