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December Newsletter Deadline: Wednesday, November 18th
PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS









Lillian Skarka - 2 Mercy Care Lane, Room 460D, Guilderland, NY 12084.
Stephanie Yost - Cards can be sent to her daughter, Leighann Yost, at 46a Swayze Drive, Latham,
NY 12110.
Betty Cadwallader – Schenectady Center for Rehab, 526 Altamont Avenue, Room 515-B Maple,
Schenectady, NY 12303.
Maryanne Sangiacomo - 12 Rugby Road, Slingerlands, NY 12159.
Maria Mackey - for her continued health concerns. Cards can be sent to 71 Messenger Street,
Apt. 1014, Plainville, MA 02672.
Colleen Ward – Ashfield Apts #224, 2 Jeanne Jugan Lane, Latham, NY 12110.
Dorothy Everin – 189 Sand Creek Road, Albany, NY 12205.
Gwen Graham – 6 Winners Circle #313, Albany, NY 12205

November

1 – Jeannette Harting
1 – Janet Crouse
1 – Barbara Rasmussen
2 – Marie Wertman
3 – Judy Ahl
5 – Richard Kleinhenz
6 – Gwen Graham
6 – Vicki LaFrank
7 – Bryce Durr
12 – John McCarthy
13 – Dennis Claypool
13 – Michael Crouse

14 – Marjorie Raymond
17 – Iftikhar Dean
18 – Lauren Bradley
18 – Ikupa Mwandambo
20 – Carol Phelps
21 – Joyce Claypool
21 – Patti Olsen
22 – Michael Kromrey
24 – Linda LaManna
25 – Cassandra Halpin
29 – Shahnaz Dean
29 – Barbara Emptage
29 – Kathy Ingalls
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PASTOR JOYCE’S THOUGHTS ON NOVEMBER
Mary Oliver’s poetry, so loved by Christians brings us to autumn with a
peek into winter. She competes, in my head and heart, with the poetry
of Robert Frost. It appears that all is preparing to settle down for a
cold winter’s rest, but it isn’t docile. The truth is, what we don’t see
doesn’t mean the work underground and the hidden isn’t going to bear
fruit. The Good Shepherd fruit will be the work of the people, leaning
on Christ’s urging to forgive and move ahead. First, we have problems
to solve and more importantly, to face them fully and truthfully. There
is an air of distrust that the entire congregation was not kept fully informed of events and
relationships that were not going as we hoped. That there is sense that it is the synod’s
fault is obvious. I do see hope in the decision of council to follow through with mediation
with a plan to reconcile and blossom. This does not mean it will be easy nor does it mean
we should stop being alerted to concerns and listening carefully to what is happening.
Even in winter, nature is fully alert and preparing for spring.
I make it clear that I am serving as a transitional pastor which is different than an interim
pastor. The interim serves full time, and I am scheduled for fewer hours. We are talking
about expanding some of my hours to assure the pastoral role is fulfilled but be clear that
work of the entire Body of Christ must join in nurturing the seeds of growth. There is a
sense of loss and I hear it clearly and I hear seeds of hope. Just to be clear, I am here
because the synod asked me as one piece of preparing for spring together.
Song for Autumn by Mary Oliver
Don’t you imagine the leaves dream now
how comfortable it will be to touch
the earth instead of the
nothingness of the air and the endless
freshets of wind? And don’t you think
the trees, especially those with
mossy hollows, are beginning to look for
the birds that will come—six, a dozen—to sleep
inside their bodies? And don’t you hear
the everlasting being crowned with the first
tuffets of snow? The pond
stiffens and the white field over which
the fox runs so quickly brings out
its long blue shadows. The wind wags
its many tails. And in the evening
the piled firewood shifts a little,
longing to be on its way.
In Christ’s Love,
Pastor Joyce Fiore
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The
Music
Corner
“I haven’t understood a bar of music in my life, but I have felt it.” –
Igor Stravinsky
What a joy to worship indoors! We continue to incorporate the hymns that you forwarded into our
Sunday worship. Advent is upon us. There are melodic and beautiful hymns for this Season of
Light. We will mix traditional and contemporary styles of music.
Please email me a list of your favorite Advent hymns and I will include in our worship services: my
email is saintsaens123@gmail.com.
Carl Rorie Alexandrov, Director of Music

Fall Cluster Collection
Emergency Overflow Homeless Shelter
The shelter, run by Capital Area Council of Churches, will be reopening for the season on November 2nd.
If you would like to drop off supplies, you may contact Pam, the shelter manager, during the week at
(518)391-2675, and she will meet you at the shelter door (the farthest door from the State Street parking lot)
to collect the supplies. You could also purchase the supplies from Amazon and have them mailed to the
CACC address. Thank you for your continuing support of the shelter. Your generosity is appreciated.

Overflow Homeless Shelter Meals
As previously noted under the Cluster Collection update, this year the Overflow Homeless Shelter at First
Lutheran will open on November 2nd. Again this year we will be providing meals to the shelter. The meals
are greatly appreciated by the men and staff at the shelter.
We still need volunteers to provide dinners on February 2. March 2, and April 27. The meals need to be
prepared for about 25 people and consist of an entree, vegetable or salad, and dessert. It has worked out
well when three people prepare a meal so that no one is doing the whole meal.
I would like to thank all of you in advance for helping out with this special ministry. If you have any
questions regarding the meals, please contact Danny Patrick at (518) 477-5355.
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Church Council Update
The Good Shepherd Church Council has open positions for the session
starting in February 2021. Church members who feel called to serve in this
capacity are encouraged to let Kathy in the church office or I know of your
interest and we will forward your name to the nominating committee for
respectful consideration.
I believe that there are members in the congregation who have the interest
of Good Shepherd at heart, have the skills, and would consider making themselves available that
will move this church forward in its ministry. Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of this
spiritual opportunity.
Dave Ferrill
518-368-1750
ferrill58@verizon.net

Church Office
518-458-1562
office@gslcl.org

Financial Update

September

YTD

Expenses

$13,591.08

$124,071.80

Revenue

$6,722.65

$114,775.27

Surplus +
Deficit -

-$6,868.43

-$9,296.53

Book Club
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, November 18th at 1 pm. We
will be discussing Re-creating a Life: Learning How to Tell Our Most LifeGiving Story by Diane Millis.
Meeting ID 89134086193
Zoom in and join the conversation

. Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89134086193?pwd=VmdwNFNmQTR0dVFrWkFUVlBQV0NGdz09
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Update on Technology
We’ve all had to make so many changes because of Covid and Good Shepherd is no exception.
While we love seeing all the familiar faces, we know that like many things, distance is often safer
right now so we are doing what we can to make everything as accessible as possible.
We have purchased a new camera so we can broadcast the services over the internet.
We are making plans to project the bulletins up on the wall, large enough for all to see.
In some instances, our Pastors will be unable to join us in the sanctuary for worship. They too have
health issues. We are preparing to have service in the sanctuary with the Pastor leading the
service from home and projecting it up on the wall.
We know we have issues with the sound system. We have had our old friend Alex DiCicco give us
a hand with the sound board. Thank you Alex! Also we found the internet service that allows us to
do so many things at Good Shepherd is very outdated. Systems are being updated as needed.
Many things with Covid have changed but it’s all just a different way of staying in touch. We miss
you all. Please stay safe!
Your “tech team” - Maryanne Sangiacomo, Marc Kleinhenz, Steve Layne

Senior Shepherds News
The Senior Shepherds will be starting to meet again on the 4th Friday of every month at 11 AM. More
details to come! All men and women are welcome!

Men’s Breakfast
The men’s breakfast has been a wonderful activity throughout the years at 8 am on the
1st and 3rd Saturday of every month. We will soon be starting up this group again and
welcome everyone to join in for good food and conversation. Watch the mid-week
message for more details to come!

Don’t forget to
Order Your Holiday Poinsettias

Order forms will be available in the church narthex throughout November for your holiday poinsettias. Each
plant will be available for the cost of $13 each. The final deadline is December 6th and the order must be in
to the florist by the end of that day. So don’t delay!
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Property Issues Update
With the re-opening of our building for worship and general use, it became apparent that certain
property issues, some longstanding, needed immediate attention. Your Church Council asked me
to work with Brian Rhodes, Property Chairperson, to explore, identify, assemble a committee and
develop a plan to address these issues. The issues identified were both inside the building and
outside on the grounds.
Assemblage of a committee to work on the issues was easy. Former Property Chairs, some
Church Council members and congregation members who tirelessly worked over the summer to
keep the outside work up, were asked and agreed to meet by ZOOM to tackle the areas identified
as needing immediate attention. That meeting took place on October 14th.
A “walk through” of the property by Brian Rhodes, Paul Spofford and myself preceded the meeting
and the following areas were identified:
 Parking Lots – paving, striping, and replacement of Handicap signage;
 Carpeting/ Flooring – Narthex, back Hallway, Sacristy, Library and offices – to
identify what areas and rooms need attention and make a decision on the type of
flooring to be installed;
 Tree Removal – removal of several diseased trees and limbs out on the grounds
and against the building;
 Building Integrity Issues – certain areas need masonry work including front
entrance;
 Landscaping – replacing “worn out” and overgrown landscaping, where needed;
 Air Filtration and UV Lamp installation in the Fellowship Hall
 Other General Maintenance Issues
With each area that was identified, committee members aligned themselves with one or more
projects. Sub-committee chair people volunteered – Bob Ahl on Flooring, Paul Spofford on
Parking Lot paving and Building Integrity issues, Maryanne Sangiacomo and Marc Kleinhenz on
Covid-related needs, and Jeff Emptage on Tree removal. Landscaping discussion and work will be
deferred until Spring.
Immediate work has begun and plans for implementation going forward, are dependent on whether
accomplishment can be realized now, during the Winter, or in the Spring. Sub-committee
augmentation will be determined and sought from within the congregation for some of the specific
areas of work. Contractors will be identified and estimates sought. Progress on tree removal has
been made, estimates have been submitted to Council, a tree removal firm selected, and a
completion of work on target for early November.
If you would like to be a part of this “team”, have expertise in a specific area, or have any questions
as to its work, please contact me. A “Progress Meeting” is scheduled for November 18th @ 7 PM
via ZOOM.
Thank You!
Jeff Emptage
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Pork Dinner Scheduled
The Outreach & Evangelism Team at Good Shepherd
will once again be having a pork dinner. This year it
will be held on Sunday, December 13th starting at 3
pm continuing until sold out. This will be a TAKEOUT
ONLY dinner. The menu will include pork, sauerkraut,
mashed potatoes, vegetable, rolls, applesauce, and
dessert. More details to come about ordering and
pickup as we get closer to December. Things are
moving at Good Shepherd!

Support Good Shepherd Lutheran Church with
AmazonSmile!
You can support the ministry of Good Shepherd through
your Amazon purchases. Sign in
to smile.amazon.com on your desktop or mobile phone
browser and choose “Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.”
Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases to Good Shepherd at no cost to
you.

Thrivent Choice Dollars
Don’t forget to direct Choice Dollars®: Grant funding from Thrivent Financial through its Thrivent
Choice® program can help support organizations. Help support Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. Go to
Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more. Or call 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” after the prompt.
The many outreach projects of our congregation are made possible in large part by grants from Thrivent
Financial. Every Thrivent member is eligible to apply for two $250.00 Action Team grants per year. These
are easy to apply for, and if you need help please ask Carol Phelps or Danny Patrick. If you are not a
Thrivent member, but would still like to help apply for a grant, you can become a Thrivent Associate
Member. Associate membership is $19.95 and with that membership you are able to apply for a one
$250.00 Thrivent grant for our congregation’s outreach projects. Contact Thrivent either by phone or
at Thrivent.com for more info.

Hoffman Car Wash Helping Hands Fundraiser
Proceeds will now go to the Hillenbrandt Scholarship Fund. Tickets available from Chris Kleinhenz or online
at http://www.hoffmanhelpinghands.com/fundraiser.cfm?id=375
Exterior $12 –Full Service (includes sanitizing) - $42. They make great gifts!
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ELCA Good Gifts –
Lutheran World Hunger
Because of the Covid-19 guidelines, we will not be able to sell ornaments this year as
we have in the past. Lutheran World Hunger is a vital ministry and we have always
provided our support during the month of November. Animal ornaments and other gift
items are available to purchase and all proceeds will go to Lutheran World Hunger to
help families throughout the world. Please visit goodgifts.elca.org/.

WELCA
The Good Shepherd Unit of Women of the ELCA will meet in the
Fellowship Hall on Wednesday, November 11, at 7 p.m. The meeting
will include devotions, prayers and remembrances of our Veterans,
brainstorming ideas for service projects, and writing notes to members of
Good Shepherd. Please wear a mask. Bring your own coffee, tea or
water if you wish because no refreshments will be served. For more
information, please contact Marjorie Raymond, Unit Coordinator, at
518-424-6043.

Thanksgiving Prayer Vigil
A Thanksgiving Prayer Vigil will be held on Tuesday, November 24th from 8:00 am to 8:00
pm. A sign-up sheet is in the narthex and devotional material will be available. Please join us
to thank God for all our blessings and to pray for those in need. You can also email or call
the office to sign up. 518-458-1562 or office@gslcl.org.

Veteran’s Day was originally known as Armistice Day,
which marked the end of World War I that occurred at the 11 th
hour on the 11th day of the 11th month.
On Sunday, Nov. 8th, we will take a few moments at the end of our service to give thanks for the
brave men and women who have served in the Armed Forces. If you or someone you know is a
veteran, please invite them to worship services that day so we can thank them.
11

Tuesday Morning Bible Study
Come and join us on November 10th for the Tuesday Morning
Bible Study 11:00 am – 12:00 pm as we study Scripture and
grow in God’s word. Men and women are invited! We will be
meeting in person at the church in the Blue Room. Please
wear your mask. No food will be served but you are welcome
to bring your own.
Each week we begin in prayer, and reach out to others who
may be ill or just need cheering up with a card and personal
note. If you have any questions, please contact Carolyn Wolfe
or Bertie Cole.

Alter Flowers
The flower donation chart is posted in the narthex. This is a
special way to remember important occasions, loved ones we
have lost, and to support the church as well. After you have
signed up for a particular Sunday, payment of $18 should be
placed in a flower envelope and put in the collection plate.
A supply of envelopes can be found on the sign-up chart. Please be sure to include the
date of the flowers on your check and on the envelope. After the service, the flowers may
be taken by those who donated them for the altar that day. If you have any questions, call the
church office 518-458-1562.

Box Tops for Education
Please save Box Tops for Education to donate to our neighbors at Shaker
Elementary School. They receive money for these special box tops to fund
special projects at the school. A donation jar is on the table in the front
entrance. Thank you.

Volunteer!
Volunteer to be a Reader, a Greeter, an Usher - or serve on a committee!
If you would like more information as to what these volunteer opportunities entail, please reach out
to Bertie Cole at bertiecole@gmail.com or 518-626-0657. We welcome your participation! THANK
YOU!
We continue to collect can tabs: There is a jar in the narthex in which to put your can tabs. We
have been informed that Ronald McDonald House still collects them and recycles them through a
broker for cash. One more place to reach out to our community!
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Grounds & Landscaping
What a great team of volunteers we’ve had this fall – we are so grateful to everyone! The next
scheduled Clean-Up Day will be on Thursday, November 5, starting at 9 a.m. An additional
Saturday Clean-Up Day has also been scheduled to accommodate the volunteers who are not
able to participate during the week. Please mark your calendar for 9 am on Saturday, November
21, to rake leaves and prepare the grounds for the winter. Questions may be referred to Brian
Rhodes at 518-256-3416 or Marjorie Raymond at 518-424-6043.

Please help replenish the Building and Equipment Fund
that is used for unbudgeted and unexpected needs as they
come up for our building or mission station. Special
envelopes are in your envelope boxes, in the seats in the
sanctuary, and on the table in the narthex.
Thank you!

From the Council President
People are often unreasonable, irrational, and self-centered.
Forgive them anyway.
If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives.
Be kind anyway.
If you are successful, you will win some unfaithful friends and some genuine enemies.
Succeed anyway.
If you are honest and sincere, people may deceive you.
Be honest and sincere anyway.
What you spend years creating, others could destroy overnight.
Create anyway.
If you find serenity and happiness, some may be jealous.
Be happy anyway.
The good you do today will often be forgotten.
Do good anyway.
Give the best you have, and it will never be enough.
Give your best anyway.
In the final analysis, it is between you and God.
It was never between you and them anyway.
This writing was found written on the wall in
Mother Teresa’s home for children in Calcutta
Dave Ferrill
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A Letter of Thanks
I want to express my sincere appreciation to Pastor Joyce, Kathy Williams, Carl Alexandrov and
this wonderful congregation. I’m sure in other parts of this newsletter you will be getting updates
on all the activities that are going on at the Church. I am not writing to give an update on them but
to thank all those involved. I am not going to list anyone specific because there are so many, and I
know I would leave someone out. That would be a disservice to all the hard work that is being
done.
Over the past few months, I have witnessed so much commitment and engagement. I feel that
more has been done in this short time than we have seen in a very long time. It is a great feeling
to see this transformation. The amount of work that has been done to bring worship back to our
church. First with outdoor music from Carl to outdoor worship and now we are back in our
Sanctuary. The team of people involved with property and building improvements has just begun
but they have already started to contact contractors and vendors and obtain estimates for needed
improvements. It is so exciting to think about what our church will look like by next spring. In
addition to these items, we have people who are working on our internet and learning the
technology so we can continue to stream our worship even when Covid-19 is behind us. How
wonderful for our shut ins or people who cannot get to Worship on Sunday morning to still be able
to enjoy the service. Added to that are volunteers that are greeters, ushers, readers and
contributing to have flowers in the Sanctuary on Sunday morning. We have people who are taking
care of our finances, the regular maintenance of the church, worship and music, and our Church
Council who has worked tirelessly during these trying times to keep the Church running as best as
they could. There are members who were part of the initial meetings with the counselor to decide
how best to begin to move the Church forward. I have, also, had members of the congregation
approach me after Worship on 2 different occasions to tell me they were interested in helping and
asking how to get involved. I am in awe when I think about the level of compassion and caring that
this congregation has. It reminds me why I choose to call Good Shepherd my home. Thank you
all for the work that has been done, and for what will be done in the future.
Yours in Christ,
Marie Wertman

What a Team!
Many thanks to Marjorie Raymond, Marie Wertman, Dave Ferrill, Paul Spofford, Rob Beach and
Marc Kleinhenz for taking part of their time in the evening on October 21st to move chairs from the
sanctuary and reconfigure the seating in accordance with CDC guidelines. Seating will be
changed as regulations are updated.
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American Red Cross Blood Drive – Thank you!!
Thank you to our members who donated and made our blood drive a
success on October 28th. We had 31 donors which is fantastic and
exceeded our goal of 25 donors. Thank you to Kirsten Andersen for
helping with the registration. We are so pleased to report this was the
highest number of donors we’ve had so far at our blood drives at
Good Shepherd!
Thank you all so much! Our next blood drive will be held on April 7th so mark your calendars!
In the meantime, please remember to donate blood at a local Blood Drive, especially during this difficult
time. Please call the Red Cross office to find out dates and locations. The need for blood is always
important, but even more so right now. Surgeries continue, patients receiving chemotherapy continues and
accidents continue to happen. The need is ever-present. If you have never donated before maybe this is the
time to consider donating.
If you have questions or would like more information, please contact Carol Phelps 518-355-3901 or the
local Red Cross office.
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Tithe.ly
You can go to our website www.gslcl.org via
your computer or phone and make an
electronic donation. You can also download
the app from the App Store on your phone – tithe.ly.
It’s secure and easy. Try it out today.

We now have the added availability of a QR code to make the opportunity to contribute more convenient.
You will see the below message in your weekly bulletins and on our website.

Donate here to
support the
various ministries
of Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church
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