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PASTOR JOYCE’S MESSAGE
An Advent hymn that alerts us to what is coming! Take some time and sing it and find that it
actually wakes you up to reality.
We are waking up to a new truth at Good Shepherd in Loudonville, and a new dawn is breaking.
We need to face the Sonrise with courage, truth and most importantly, trusting in the promise of
Christ’s birth. We sit among a worldwide crisis with a virus we can’t see but certainly feel the
effects. We also, with this life-threatening medical issue, are facing challenges here at Good
Shepherd which affect our ability to continue in being part of the Body of Christ. We are
challenged to face ourselves, our reality, and our call to faith. As the transitional pastor, I am
completely stymied how this congregational crisis took place. I am not asking you to explain, but
I am asking you to help me walk through the anguish and pain with you.
I make it quite clear that Pastor Edwina was and is a good friend and colleague of mine. I feel
her pain, I experience your pain, and I am also in discomfort. Efforts are taking place to put what
happened in perspective and for that I am grateful.
Now we start, as the hymn sings, to awake, awake, and greet the new morn. It won’t be a
beautiful and dreamy rising from sleep. I remember many years ago, my husband and I
oversleeping. The clock radio had somehow been set for a later time than usual and it blasted
forth the signature tune of the radio program “Pack up your troubles in your old kit bag, and
smile, smile, smile,” We didn’t smile one bit as my husband yelled “My God he is packing his kit
bag”.
Well, my dear ones, we are packing our kit bag to prepare for a new morn. It won’t be a
beautiful sunrise, but it will be a beautiful SONRISE. The baby is born to grow with us in
understanding, reconciliation, and mission. I WISH YOU A BLESSED CHRISTMAS SEASON
FULL OF LOVE, UNDERSTANDING, AND PATIENCE.
In His Dear Name,
Pastor Joyce

Annual Report Deadline: Wednesday, December 30th
January 2021 Newsletter Deadline: Monday, December 14th
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PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS




Barbara Rasmussen - 2309 Florence Drive, Latham, NY 12110
Gwen Graham - 6 Winners Circle #313, Albany, NY 12205.
Betty Cadwallader - Schenectady Center for Rehab, 526 Altamont Avenue, Room 515-B
Maple, Schenectady, NY 12303.
 Lillian Skarka - 2 Mercy Care Lane, Room 460D, Guilderland, NY 12084.
 Stephanie Yost - Cards can be sent to her daughter, Leighann Yost, at 46a Swayze Drive,
Latham, NY 12110.
 Maryanne Sangiacomo - 12 Rugby Road, Slingerlands, NY 12159.
 Maria Mackey - Cards can be sent to 71 Messenger Street, Apt. 1014, Plainville, MA 02672.
 Colleen Ward - Ashfield Apts. #224, 2 Jeanne Jugan Lane, Latham, NY 12110.
 Dorothy Everin - 189 Sand Creek Road, Albany, NY 12205.
*Please call the office if you wish to add someone to the prayer list .

Don’t Forget Our Homebound Members
Especially during the holiday season, please remember to send cards and make phone calls to
our homebound members.
Betty Cadwallader
Lydia Carbonaro
Gwen Graham
Bob & Ann Howland
Shirley Kroll
Ron Lagerroos
Marilyn Loecher

Maria Mackey
Barbara Murray
Beverly Quinlan
Lou Reiss
Lillian Skarka
Joan VanApeldoorn

GOOD SHEPHERD ANNOUNCES
CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICE
DECEMBER 24, 2020 AT 3PM
We cannot, at this time, assemble in the sanctuary but we are
able to invite you to join us on zoom at 3PM or find us on
Facebook Live when you are able to share in the joy of the
birth of Jesus Christ. Keep tuned for updates in midweek
messages..
Pr. Bill Siiss presiding
LIVE MUSIC
UPSTATE NY SYNOD IS ALSO PREPARING A WORSHIP SERVICE TO BE
ACCESSED REMOTELY. DETAILS TO FOLLOW IN MIDWEEK MESSAGES SOON.
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December Birthdays
1 – Christine Kleinhenz, Maria Mackey, Eileen Pangburn
2 – Gail Koser, Jennifer Bradley
4 – Nicholas Layne, Susan Perkins,
7 – Rachel Carey
9 – Johnathon Rudat
10 – Kit LaManna, Colleen Kromrey
11 – John Adams
12 – John Knarvik
23 – Margaret Gallucci
25 – Sade Miller, Sunita Dean
26 – Felicity Caufield
28 – Colleen Ward
29 – Jane Ludwin

  

Don’t forget to
Donate Your Poinsettia Order

This year, due to the pandemic, we are unable to offer poinsettia plants for you to purchase. In
lieu of this tradition at Good Shepherd, we are requesting that you donate the cost of a plant
($13) to the Women of the ELCA ministry project which they will donate to The Veterans’
Miracle Center, and Things of My Very Own. You can mail your donation to the church (note
that it is for the WELCA ministry) or you can drop it off in the church office.

Pork Dinner Scheduled – Takeout Only
The Outreach & Evangelism Team at Good Shepherd will once
again be having a pork dinner. This year it will be held on Sunday,
December 13th starting at 3 pm continuing until sold out. This will
be a TAKE-OUT ONLY dinner.
The cost of the dinner is $12. The menu will include pork,
sauerkraut, mashed potatoes, vegetable, rolls, applesauce, and
dessert. The dinner proceeds will be added to the operating fund
to assist with our many community outreach projects.
Tickets are available in the church office Mon-Thurs 11 am – 4 pm
or on Saturday 10 am – 12 noon. Deadline is December 12th to
pick up tickets at the church.
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From the Church Council
On December 6th Good Shepherd will be holding a town hall meeting via zoom to engage the
whole congregation in a process of healing and coming together. This meeting will be the first in
a series to look at our past and create a new future. Rev. Arlen Vernava an experienced
mediator will facilitate the meeting which will include small group break-out sessions. The
meeting will begin at 12 noon following the 10:30 service. The zoom meeting room will open
at 11:45 to give us time to settle in. Please put this on your calendar, hold the success of this
event in the light, and plan to attend. A large attendance will help insure that this process will
lead to a successful and healing outcome.
If you feel that you need help working with zoom, call the church office (518-458-1562) and we
will connect you with someone who can assist you. The zoom link was provided in the
communication sent to you in the mail.
The core group that has been working with Arlen is excited about this process and believes that
health and healing lie ahead for the congregation and Good Shepherd.

Annual Mitten Collection
This year we will be collecting mittens, hats and scarves for our friends
at the Sister Maureen Joyce Center, and Things of My Very Own. The
collection bin will be in the narthex. If you knit, please lend your talents
and help those in need of items to help keep them warm. If you prefer
to purchase and donate a new item, please do so!
You can drop off your donation at the
Church Monday-Thursday 11 am–4 pm, or call to make alternate
arrangements 518-458-1562.

Men’s Shelter Meals
Again this year we will be providing meals for the Overflow
Homeless Shelter. We are still in need of volunteers to provide
a dinner on 3/30, and 4/27/21. If you can provide a meal or part of
a meal please call Danny Patrick at 518 477-5355. Thank you for
your support of this special ministry.

Annual Meeting of the Congregation
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation of Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church will be held on Sunday, January 31, 2020. Look for more
information in the January newsletter.
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A Message from Dave Ferrill, Council President
We have come through most of 2020 as we enter the last month of the year. What a year we
have all had. Our world, our country, our community, and our church have seen a year we will
never forget. The COVID situation, the politics, the media, the economy, and closer to home, a
Pastor resignation amidst controversy have consumed us.
If you are like me, you probably have felt alone, isolated, confused, fearful, maybe scared, and
perhaps empty of hope as to when things will settle to normalcy. Perhaps normalcy as we think
of it will never be the same as it was. Our daily activities, our interactions, our connection to
other people have been broken or are in suspension.
We are, however, a resilient people, we are all children of God and have the indwelling spirit of
the Christ to make our world, our community, and Good Shepherd life-giving and hope filed. We
need not to look outside but inward. All we require is the guiding Divinity, the belief in the
goodness of humankind, and the understanding that we are all connected. The situations will
resolve if we seek the higher ground, trust in the power of goodness that emanates from that
indwelling Christ, and relax and have patience that all is in the right hands.
I’m sure that 2021 will bring challenges but trust that we will grow through whatever is before us.
We are guided by a Divinity that tells us that power of the indwelling Christ is all that we need.
Our intentions, our love, and our actions will flow from that.
“Song of the Builders”
On a summer morning
I sat down
on a hillside
to think about God –
A worthy pastime.
Near me, I saw
a single cricket;
it was moving the grains of the hillside
This way and that way,
how great was its energy,
how humble its effort.
Let us hope
it will always be like this,
each of us going on
in our inexplicable ways
building the universe.
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The
Music Corner
“Music was my refuge. I could crawl into the
space between the notes and curl my back to
loneliness.” ― Maya Angelou
We continue to incorporate the hymns that you forwarded
into our Sunday worship. Advent is here and we will sing
a combination of traditional and contemporary hymns during this Season of Light.
We will have beautiful instrumental and vocal solos during our Christmas Eve service.
Technology has allowed us to be creative and continue to make a ‘joyful noise unto the Lord.”
Please email me a list of your favorite Advent and Christmas hymns and we will include them in
our worship services. Please send your hymn request to my email: saintsaens123@gmail.com.

Christmas at Sea
Every year the Albany Maritime Ministry provides Christmas boxes to the
seafarers who come to port here in Albany. For those who will not be home for
Christmas these Christmas gift boxes mean so much to them. It shows them
that people care. We would like to support the “Christmas at Sea” program
again this year.
Please fill a shoebox with the following or similar items: tooth
paste/brushes, men’s knit caps, gloves, pens, dental floss, shaving cream, razors, AA or AAA
batteries, lip balm with sunscreen, deodorant, and post-it-notes. Most items can be purchased
at the Dollar Store. Please return the wrapped shoe boxes to the church office MondayThursday 11 am – 3 pm by Dec. 17th.

The Gift of
Clothing

Looking for that perfect gift for someone? What about the gift of clothing
and shoes? American Clothing Recycling has a Clothing Bin in our
parking lot just waiting for your clothing donations. If you or someone you
know has clothes or shoes they no longer want or need, donate them
here. The clothing is sold throughout the U.S. and to third world countries
to be re-worn, where new clothing is unaffordable for many of its citizens.
GSLC also receives 5 cents per pound for the donations, which we can
then use for our various ministries.

January Newsletter Deadline: Monday, Dec. 14
Call the Church Office at 458-1562 or e-mail office@gslcl.org
if you have item(s) for publication.
Deadline for items for 2020 Annual Report:
Thursday, December 31st
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Wedding Congratulations
& Best Wishes
Marjorie Raymond announced the marriage of her daughter, Julia
Ramsey, to Sean McPherson on September 2, 2020. We want to
wish the happy couple a lifetime of happiness together!
Congratulations Julia & Sean McPherson!

WELCA
In November, the Good Shepherd - Loudonville unit of Women of the ELCA
organized a card writing campaign. Several men and women in the congregation
sent cards to the active members and friends of the congregation. If you did not
receive a card, please contact the church office at 518-458-1562 to make sure
we have your current address.
In keeping with our congregation’s long-standing tradition of social ministry and
community outreach, the Good Shepherd-Loudonville Unit of Women of the
ELCA is sponsoring two Christmas service projects. Donations will be accepted
until December 13 for the following organizations:
The Veteran's Miracle Center on Interstate Avenue in Colonie provides support to veterans by
providing clothing, personal care and hygiene products, houseware items, ambulatory
equipment, toys for children and much more — and all goods and services are available free-ofcharge to Veterans and their immediate household. The congregation is invited to donate gift
cards - of any denomination - so the veterans can provide gifts to their loved ones. Suggested
gift cards include Visa, Master Card, Amazon, and similar cards or gift cards for local
restaurants and businesses, such as Dunkin Donuts, Starbucks, Stewarts, Boscov's, Macy's,
and Bed Bath and Beyond, to name a few.
Things of My Very Own is a non-profit organization that provides crisis intervention services to
children who are impacted by extensive abuse and/or neglect or are at-risk of a Child Protective
Services intervention. The goal is to keep children together with non-abusive family members
and out of the foster care system, whenever possible. There is an ongoing need for new sheets,
towels, underwear, toiletries and toys. (Used items cannot be accepted.) The GSLC Women of
the ELCA invite the congregation to donate new twin or queen sheet sets, sets of towels,
toiletries, underwear, and toys. Thrivent grants will also be used to provide some of these
items.
Cash donations will also be accepted. Please be sure to specify "WELCA" and identify the
organization(s) you wish to support. You can mail your cash donation or gift cards to the church
or call Marjorie Raymond, WELCA Unit Coordinator, at 518-424-6043 to make arrangements to
drop off your donated items or have them picked up. Donations can also be dropped off at the
church from 10 a.m. to noon on the next two Saturdays: December 5, and December
12. (Tickets to the Pork Dinner will also be available for sale on those dates.)
Thank you for bringing Christmas cheer to those in need in our community!
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Tuesday Morning Bible Study
Join us in person at the church for the Tuesday
Morning Bible Study 11:00 am – 12:00 pm as we
study Scripture and grow in God’s word. Men and
women are invited! Please wear your mask. Bring
your own coffee/snack. Each week we begin in
prayer, and reach out to others who may be ill or
just need cheering up with a card and personal
note. If you have any questions, please contact
Carolyn Wolfe or Bertie Cole.

Book Club
UNYS Zoom Book Group
(https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89134086193?pwd=VmdwNFNmQTR0dVFrWkFUVlBQV0NGdz
09)
Meeting ID 89134086193
Wednesday, December 16, 2020 at 1:00 PM
Book for December: The God Who Sees: Immigrants, the Bible, and the Journey to Belong by
Karen Gonzalez.

Hoffman Car Wash Helping Hands Fundraiser
For a Limited Time Only - Special Holiday Prices!!
This is a great holiday gift! Proceeds go to the Hillenbrandt Scholarship Fund. Tickets are
available online. Exterior $10 - Interior $27. Please contact Chris Kleinhenz at 518-441-8719 to
arrange for mailing or delivery.
http://www.hoffmanhelpinghands.com/fundraiser.cfm?id=375
Proceeds go to the Hillenbrandt Scholarship Fund. They make great Christmas and birthday
gifts!!

Thrivent Grants
The many outreach projects of our congregation
are made possible in large part by grants from
Thrivent Financial. Every Thrivent member is
eligible to apply for two $250.00 Action Team
grants per year. These are easy to apply for,
and if you need help please ask Carol Phelps
or Danny Patrick.
If you are not a Thrivent member, but would still like to help apply for a grant, you can
become a Thrivent Associate Member. Associate membership is $19.95 and with that
membership you are able to apply for a $250.00 Thrivent grant for our congregation’s
outreach projects. Contact Thrivent either by phone or at Thrivent.com for more info.
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Jeremiah 29:11 - For I know the plans I have for you,
declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil,
to give you a future and a hope.
_________
As I write this, I am planning for Thanksgiving this week and the start
of Advent on Sunday. It’s hard to believe that this year is almost
over. Sometimes it feels like it has gone by so fast and at other
times not fast enough. How will we make our New Year’s resolutions
when we don’t even know what next year will look like? Even though we try to stay connected
as much as we can, I know there is so much that we are missing about each other. Both good
and sad news. Often, I try to think of what I have learned from this experience. I know we are
all living history. My husband reminded me the other day that in the future, children will be
reading about this period and this Pandemic. What will the history books say about us and what
changes will happen because of it? There seems to be so much to ponder and I don’t feel like I
have the answers.
For me personally, I have become more spiritual. I feel more connected to God. I don’t know if
it is because I have had more time at home so I could focus on something much greater than
myself or has God made himself known to me in a different way this year. I am, also, more
aware of other people’s struggles. I have always tried to be a caring person, but I feel more in
tune with other’s struggles and grief. I feel it down to my bones when I am told of hardships that
others are going through. It may be because I realize how insignificant my own perceived
struggles are. Are inconveniences truly struggles? When I hear stories of others who have
seriously ill family members that they cannot visit because of Covid-19. People in nursing
homes that have not had visitors in so many months. Homebound people who their only way of
staying connected now is by phone. My own mom who has not had visits from her sons
because they are out of town and cannot safely visit. Her one constant way to socialize with
others was Worship and Fellowship hour every Sunday. This puts my inconveniences into
perspective.
I believe and am prayerful that we will have a vaccine next year and we will move into our next
phase. Exactly what that will look like is hard to say but I will continue to trust in God that he will
help us all heal from this. We will be back to Worship and Fellowship together in person. Now
that I think of it, my New Year’s resolution will be to make sure that any knowledge I have
learned through this Pandemic stays with me and not to let myself forget that God will lead us in
the right direction and family and loved ones are what truly matter. We will have an opportunity
for a new beginning. We have started our journey of healing at Church. That is exciting and will
look different as the year progresses. We will be able to reconnect with family, friends and coworkers as we have not been able to do since last March. When you are thinking of your own
struggles make sure to give them to God and then listen for Him to speak to you with the
answer. Have Faith that the answer that comes to you is from Him and remember it is not
always what we want to hear but is the right answer.
I look forward to being with everyone virtually on December 6th for our mediation and to seeing
you all again, in person, next year. I will continue to pray for all of us that we continue to grow
stronger and will enjoy this beautiful Christmas season however we celebrate.
In Christ’s Love,
Marie Wertman
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From the Financial Secretary
Every year As 2020 draws to an end, you may want to know how you are doing with your
pledge to the Operating Fund. Contact Barbara Emptage at 518-280-4942. Also, a reminder
that collections for the 2020 year, to be eligible for a charitable contribution on one’s income tax,
must be received and recorded on the books on Sunday, December 27th.

Financial News
Financial Report for October 2020
This Month
YTD
Expenses
$14,031.28 $138,103.08
Revenue
$9,193.90
$123,969.17
Surplus +
Deficit -$4,837.38 -$14,133.91

Box Tops for Education
Please save Box Tops for Education to donate to our neighbors at
Shaker Elementary School. They receive money for these special
box tops to fund special projects at the school. A donation jar is on
the table in the front entrance. Thank you.

Volunteer!
Volunteer to be a Reader, or serve on a committee!
If you would like more information as to what these volunteer opportunities entail, please reach
out to Bertie Cole at bertiecole@gmail.com or 518-626-0657. We welcome your participation!
THANK YOU!

We continue to collect can tabs: There is a jar in the narthex in which to put your can tabs.
We have been informed that Ronald McDonald House still collects them and recycles them
through a broker for cash. One more place to reach out to our community!

Please help replenish the Building and Equipment Fund
that is used for unbudgeted and unexpected needs as they
come up for our building or mission station. Special
envelopes are in your envelope boxes, in the seats in the
sanctuary, and on the table in the narthex.
Thank you!
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News from the Synod
We give thanks for the ministry of Pastor Norma Malfatti, Director of
Evangelical Mission for the Upstate NYS. She is moving onto
Minneapolis and we greet the newly appointed DEM, Pastor Becca
Erlich. Pr. Becca was an associate pastor at Prince of Peace in Clifton
Park, went to the Buffalo area, and now is returning to work with us.
At the Synod Council meeting of November 21 we welcomed The Rev.
Becca Ehrlich to our midst as our new Director of Evangelical Mission.
Pastor Ehrlich will begin her work on January 1, 2021.
Some of you who are reading this will know Becca as a former pastor in
this synod in the Jamestown and Buffalo areas. Currently she is serving as part-time Assistant to the
Bishop in the Allegany Synod under Bishop Michael Rhyne. She also serves as part time DEM
there. Becca’s agreement with Chicago and with us is that she will work in our midst on the average
of ten hours a week.
Becca will connect with Pastor Norma Malfatti to learn more about the specific work Norma was
doing as DEM with specific congregations such as new starts and mission developers. We are
thankful for Pastor Ehrlich’s willingness to work with us and continue to build on the good work that
Pastor Malfatti offered in our midst.

Thank you! Pastor Pamela Hoh would like to express her deep appreciation to each and every
one of you who reached out to her with cards and messages in this time of loss of her mother.
She was very touched!
Fall Property Clean-Up – Many thanks to everyone who showed up on several Thursdays and
Saturdays to help get the property ready for winter…Paul Spofford, Bob Ahl and Brian Rhodes,
Kathy Ingalls, Mike Serge, Jeff Emptage and Marjorie Raymond. ... thank you so much for
helping!
Dear VMC Angels – We can’t thank you enough for your past and continued support. Every
single donation received goes directly to helping better the lives of those who have given so
freely and fought for the freedom of this great nation.
Sincerely grateful,
Veterans Miracle Center Family
Dear Friends at Good Shepherd – Thank you so much for your contribution and many acts of
kindness to the South End Children’s Café, and for your ongoing support and belief in our work
– it means the world to us! We will continue to serve the children, families and our community in
the best way we are able. Thank you for sharing your kindness, love and hope with the children.
Tracie Killar, Director
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A note of heartfelt appreciation to Maryanne Sangiacomo for her many, many hours of hard
work and trepidation to make it possible for Good Shepherd to offer Zoom worship services.
She has given so much of her personal time to “learn on the job” and she has done it all with a
great deal of patience and positivity. Thank you Maryanne – we appreciate YOU.

Tithe.ly
You can go to our website www.gslcl.org via
your computer or phone and make an
electronic donation. You can also download
the app from the App Store on your phone – tithe.ly.
It’s secure and easy. Try it out today.

We have the added availability of a QR code to make the opportunity to contribute more
convenient. You will see the below message in your weekly bulletins and on our website.

Donate here to
support the
various ministries
of Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church
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~ December 2020 ~
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

5

9

10

11

12

16

17

18

19

23

24

25

26

6:30 Worship
& Music

6

7

13

8
11AM Bible
Study

10:30 am:
Worship Service
Zoom or
facebook
12:00pm:
Congregation
meeting via
Zoom

6:30 pm
Church
Council
meeting

14

15

9:30 am: Worship January
11AM Bible
Service Zoom or Newsletter
Study
facebook
Deadline!
11:00am:
Fellowship Hour
via Zoom
3 pm until sold
out – Pork Dinner

20

21

9:30 am: Worship
Service
Zoom or
facebook
11:00am:
Fellowship Hour
via Zoom

27
9:30 am: Worship
Service Zoom or
facebook
11:00am:
Fellowship Hour
via Zoom

22
11AM Bible
Study

28

29

Christmas
Eve
Worship
3 pm via
zoom or
facebook

30

Christmas
Day

31

11AM Bible
Study
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Ministry Teams
Worship & Music
Committee Lead
Director of Music
Flower Coordinator
Worship Service Volunteers

Sunday Bible Study
Tuesday Bible Study

Carl Rorie Alexandrov
Bonnie Siiss
Bertie Cole
Susan Spofford
Susan Kelly
On hold
On hold
Marc Kleinhenz, Steve Layne,
Maryanne Sangiacomo,
Elizabeth Strohbeck,
Leighann Yost
Bertie Cole
Carolyn Wolfe

Parish Life
Men’s Breakfast
Senior Shepherds
Parkinson Support Group

Meg Winters
On hold
On hold
Susan Brant

Service
Endowment Fund
Finance
Hillenbrandt Scholarships
Outreach & Evangelism
Personnel
Property
Social Justice
Stewardship
Women of the ELCA

Vacant
Robert Beach
Chris Kleinhenz
Danny Patrick
Marie Wertman
Brian Rhodes
On hold
Danny Patrick
Marjorie Raymond

Sunday School
Splash
Faith Matters
Media Center Team
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