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PASTOR JOYCE’S MESSAGE
Thank you to the church council of 2020! Lots of work and concerns and you came
through brilliantly. What I did observe, is the knowledge that we have a challenging year
ahead and I include myself in acknowledging the challenges I face as the transitional
pastor.
Therefore, it is a perfect time for us to meet Ash Wednesday, with the call to look at
what was and what will be. On 2/17 I will join Pastor Dan Hahn in the Ash Wednesday
service which will be by Zoom. It is possible Pastor Dan and I may be in the
sanctuary…I haven’t worked this out yet.
What I do perceive is more energy and some of this is due to spring coming (well pretty
soon). The days are a little longer at any rate.
One of my goals is to work with a team looking into preparing a proposal to the council
to greatly increase our electronic capabilities. Remote worship has opened our eyes to
this necessity.
Moving forward in His Name,
Pastor Joyce

March 2021 Newsletter Deadline: Thursday, February 18th
PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS








Barbara Rasmussen - 2309 Florence Drive, Latham, NY 12110
Gwen Graham - 6 Winners Circle #313, Albany, NY 12205.
Betty Cadwallader - Schenectady Center for Rehab, 526 Altamont Avenue,
Room 515-B Maple, Schenectady, NY 12303.
Maryanne Sangiacomo - 12 Rugby Road, Slingerlands, NY 12159.
Maria Mackey - Cards can be sent to 71 Messenger Street, Apt. 1013, Plainville, MA 02672.
Colleen Ward - Ashfield Apts. #224, 2 Jeanne Jugan Lane, Latham, NY 12110.
Dorothy Everin - 189 Sand Creek Road, Albany, NY 12205.

*Please call the office if you wish to add someone to the prayer list .
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Don’t Forget Our Homebound Members
Especially during these difficult times, please remember to send cards, and make phone calls to
our homebound members.
Betty Cadwallader
Lydia Carbonaro
Gwen Graham
Bob & Ann Howland
Shirley Kroll

Ron Lagerroos
Marilyn Loecher
Maria Mackey
Lou Reiss
Joan VanApeldoorn

February Birthdays
1 – Cliff Brant, Jr., Marna Redding
2 – Brian Rhodes
3 – Jordan Wagner
8 – Easton Ahl
12 – Marilyn Graver
13 – Jack Stubbs
14 – Jack Redding
17 – Leighann Yost, Peter Crouse, Mark Bradley
21 – Marilyn Loecher, Robert Plue
22 - Georgia Carr
24 – Hope Caufield
25 – Laraine Frohne
26 – Mark Kaercher, Charles Rhodes

  
Congregational Annual Meeting
The Good Shepherd Congregational Annual Meeting was held on Sunday, January 31st. The
2021 budget was presented and approved. Council nominations were completed. Installation
of officers will be celebrated on Sunday, February 14th. Thank you to Meg Winters and Barbara
Rasmussen for their efforts as members of the nominating committee and putting together this
impressive slate of council members.
The following members will serve as the Church Council beginning on February 14th:
Atif Dean, Jeff Emptage, Dave Ferrill, Kathy Ingalls, Marc Kleinhenz, Carol Phelps, Marjorie
Raymond, Maryanne Sangiacomo, Rev. William Siiss, Elizabeth Strohbeck, Marie Wertman.
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Update on Mediation
The next meeting with Rev. Arlen Vernava, mediator, has been scheduled for Sunday,
February 21 at 2:30 - 4:30 pm. The meeting will be by Zoom and Arlen will open the room at
2:15 pm. Please remember if you are participating in these sessions, your response to Rev.
Arlen’s questions are due by February 14th at the latest. Arlen’s email address is:
arlenv@designgroupintl.com
The Zoom link for the February 21st meeting is:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2965078915?pwd=aUY4dmZrYXRMWEQySkNzOTM5WXREZz09

Meeting ID: 296 507 8915
Passcode: 5854552289
Dial in:
+1 646 876 9923
.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
TRANSLATED FROM THE ARAMAIC BIBLE
O Birther! Father-Mother of the Cosmos, you create all that moves in light.
Focus your light within us – make it useful: as the rays of a beacon show the way.
Unite our “I can” to yours, so that we walk as kings and queens with every creature.
Create in me a divine cooperation – from many selves, one voice, one action.
Grant what we need each day in bread and insight.
Forgive our hidden past, the secret shames, as we consistently forgive what others hide.
Deceived neither by the outer nor the inner – free us to walk your path with joy.
From you is born all ruling will, the power and life to do, the song that beautifies all from age to
age it renews. Amen
Reference: “Prayers of the Cosmos: Meditations on the Aramaic Words of Jesus” by Neil
Douglas-Klotz
Peace and blessings,
Dave Ferrill
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Please read the plans for Wednesday Lenten services. Ash
Wednesday worship will be held at Good Shepherd with the
following Wednesday gatherings.

Dear Friends and Members of First Lutheran, Good Shepherd,
Holy Spirit, and St. John’s:
Many of you will have wondered what Lent would look like this year. Those involved in the
planning and preparing of worship might have asked how we will do those traditional
Wednesday Lenten Services and all that comes with them. No green pea soup? No soup at all?
While we, the clergy currently serving our Lutheran congregations in Albany, have met many
times, mostly via Zoom, there have not been any community-wide worship services for our
cluster congregations during the pandemic. At the beginning, most of us did not imagine that
we would need to live with the pandemic for as long as we have, far less learn as much as we
have, but we did. By now, many parishioners find it
relatively easy to participate in a Zoomed service, watch a pre-recorded one, or dial in to
connect via phone.
We considered holding Wednesday Lenten Services in this (virtual) way. However, after much
discussion, discernment, and prayer, we found that our four congregations use various
technological “platforms,” a variety hard to accommodate when people already feel stretched
thin. So, instead of asking you to learn yet another new thing and then burden a few with all the
work to make it work for many, it seemed wiser to abstain.
We recommend the FLATT program from the synod office, in particular Pastor Lori Kochanski’s
offering “Walking Together Through Lent: Praying Our Way Through the Psalms,” scheduled for
Wednesday evenings during Lent from 7-8:15 pm (for further information, please go to the
synod website).
In addition, we encourage you to visit each other’s congregation as we have different worship
opportunities already in place during the week and on Sundays. Perhaps you might even
venture out during the week by “visiting” online one of the other churches’ recorded Sunday
morning services from the previous week? This may also enrich your encounter with the Sunday
readings as[A1] you hear other pastors preach on them. Please check with each church office
for the different links to access their services.
Let us affirm one another by actively exploring each other’s way of worship during these days as
we confess one Lord, one faith, one mission. We are confident that we will be able to worship as
Christ’s community with participation from all our congregations in the future. No matter when
that will be and no matter how uncertain these times are, we are grounded in hope.
Together with you in Christ,
Pastors:
Joyce Fiore, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Loudonville
Rahel Hahn, Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit, Albany
John Medwid, First Lutheran Church, Albany
Jo Page, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Colonie
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Here are the Lenten Wednesday services led by Rev. Lori
Kochanski, Assistant to the Bishop for Faith Formations. The
Albany cluster pastors encourage you to join these meditative
sessions. Pr. Lori is very talented and inspiring. You don’t have
to sign up, and it would be bonding if we let each other know
when we are joining the Walking Together Through Lent.
Walking Together Through Lent : Praying Our Way
Through the Psalms
Wednesdays, 7:00 - 8:15PM
February 24, March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31

Together, we will move through the Psalms, noticing the space for mourning to dancing and
everything in between. AT 7 we will gather as a large group to pray and set the intention for the
time together. Then, we will have small group sharing and conversation. At the end of the
evening we will join together again as a large group for prayer as we depart the sacred space.

ZOOM LINK FOR EVERY WEEK:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85366242538?pwd=bXdjNmR6MlNMakRpbUpLM0JoUW5udz09

Meeting ID: 853 6624 2538
Passcode: 533797
One tap mobile
+19292056099,,85366242538#,,,,*533797# US (New York)
Meeting ID: 853 6624 2538
Passcode: 533797

Food Drive for Capitol Church on
Vly Rd., in Colonie
Sat. 2/27/2021 1-2 PM
The Capital Church on Fly Rd. has a food pantry
for the community. It is a little unique in that
they provide fresh produce and meat to families in
need, as well as canned and boxed items. Last year they helped 510 families, 1214 individuals
and served 10,926 meals.
We would like to collect the following items: Canned soup (Progresso or Campbell's chunky),
spaghetti sauce, boxed mac and cheese, pasta, cereals, toilet paper, personal items
(toothpaste, soap, little bottles of mouthwash).
Due to the cold weather, this will be a drive-by collection with folks driving up to the door and we
will unload your items for you. As always, monetary donations are acceptable.
Thank you for your continued support of our food collections.
Contact Chris Kleinhenz, Danny Patrick, or Carol Phelps with questions or if you’d like to help!
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The
Music Corner
“My heart, which is so full to overflowing, has often been
solaced and refreshed by music when sick and weary.” ―
Martin Luther

We are a resilient Church and have continued to worship via Zoom. We appreciate the music
offerings of our canters Elizabeth Strohbeck and Emmie Knobloch. Their melodic voices have
enriched our worship.
We are preparing for Lent. Please continue to email me hymns and we will include them in our
worship services. Please send your hymn request to my email: saintsaens123@gmail.com.
My prayer is that we are able to sing together on Easter!!!!
Carl Rorie Alexandrov, Director of Music

HELP THOSE IN NEED!
American Clothing Recycling has a Clothing Bin in our parking lot just
waiting for your clothing donations. If you or someone you know has
clothes or shoes they no longer want or need, donate them here. The
clothing is sold throughout the U.S. and to third world countries to be reworn, where new clothing is unaffordable for many of its citizens. GSLC
also receives 5 cents per pound for the donations, which we can then use
for our various ministries.

WELCA
Women of the ELCA
The Good Shepherd-Loudonville unit of Women of the ELCA will
meet at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, February 16 and on Tuesday, March
16. Please mark your calendar and plan to attend! To join the
Zoom meeting, click on this link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85454179624?pwd=ZnlwcEFBbUkrV2FQR2J3VUxML0dFQT09
If you are unable to join the meeting with this link, go to www.zoom.us and "Join a Meeting",
using Meeting ID 854 5417 9624
and Passcode 569920. Another option is to call in by phone (929-205-6099) and follow the
prompts to enter the Meeting ID and Passcode.
Suggestions for programs and service projects are always welcome Please contact Marjorie
Raymond, Unit Coordinator, at 518-424-6043 if you have questions or ideas to share.
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Tuesday Morning Bible Study
Join us for the Tuesday Morning Bible Study 11:00
am – 12:00 pm as we study Scripture and grow in
God’s word. Men and women are invited! Each
week we begin in prayer, and reach out to others
who may be ill or just need cheering up with a card
and personal note. Contact Carolyn Wolfe or Bertie
Cole for current information about joining the group!

Men’s Shelter Meals
Again this year, along with other cluster churches we have been
preparing meals on a monthly basis to the men at the Overflow
Homeless Shelter located at the First Lutheran Church in Albany. A
special thanks goes to Kathy and Mark Silo who have provided a
meal to the shelter and delivered it in November. A December meal
was not needed due to the wonderful outpouring support of other
churches providing so many meals. Another big thanks goes out to
Colleen Ward and John Golon for doing the meal in January. Many
thanks to Marie Wertman and Dorothy Wimble for providing the
salad and entrée and Ute Buff for providing the dessert. At this point we have people who have
signed up for preparing meals for the rest of the Homeless Shelter season. We just need a
dessert for March 2 and if you could provide this please call Danny Patrick at (518) 477-5355.
We appreciate everyone who has supported this special ministry over the years.

Blood Drive April 14th
Our spring blood drive is ready for scheduling either online at
American Red Cross under Good Shepherd Lutheran Church or by
contacting Carol Phelps(518-355-3901.
The need is critical as many drives have been canceled due to Covid but the need is greater
than ever due to Covid. Our blood drive in October we had a full schedule before we started
yielding a record for the number of units previously collected. Let’s see if we can do it again!
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Attention RPEA Capital District Chapter Members:
The Albany Guardian Society is pleased to inform us that their winter 2021
Institute class schedule is now available for the months of February and
March.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all classes will be held through Zoom. If you
have any questions on how to use Zoom, please call Albany Guardian Society
at 518-434-2140.
Their Institute offers a series of educational programs that will allow you to
learn more about aging-related topics in the following categories:
FEBRUARY 2021

















Aging-in-Place: Your Home for Your Lifetime
Memoir Writing Workshop – Part l
Effectively Using Your Kindle Fire - Beginner
Chair Yoga
Boning Up on Osteoporosis
Memoir Writing Workshop – Part ll
Effectively Using Your Android Smartphone - Beginner
Packing on the Nutrients!
A Great Night's Sleep
Veterans Health Care and Benefits 101
Effectively Using Your iPad - Intermediate
Emergency Preparedness - What You Need to Know
Aging Well – What Does it Mean?
Caregiver Health and Wellness
Housing for Senior Adults: Live Where You Want to Live
Seniors on the Move! Practical Tips to Help Seniors Stay Active, Build
Muscle, and Maintain Flexibility and Balance
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MARCH 2021




Chair Yoga
Effectively Using Your Apple Watch
What to Think About When Choosing a Nursing Home: How to Make the
Right Choice!
 Streaming Services, Sticks, Mobile Devices
 Over-the-Counter Medications with Your Pharmacist
 Microsoft Office: Word Program
Detailed information on each of the classes being offered is available in their
online catalog. There is no charge to attend our Institute classes, however,
registration is required.

To view more detailed information on each of these programs, or to register,
click on the following link:
http://www.albanyguardiansociety.org/winter2021_catalog.html

BE SAFE...BE WELL!
Retired Public Employees Association | 165 Jordan Road, Troy, NY 12180

Book Club
UNYS Zoom Book Group
(https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89134086193?pwd=VmdwNFNmQTR0dVFrWkFUVlBQV0NG
dz09)
Meeting ID 89134086193
Wednesday, February 17, 2021 at 1:00 PM
Book for February: Luther's Small Catechism with African Descent Reflections by
Joseph Bocko.
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Hoffman Car Wash Helping Hands Fundraiser
This is a great gift! Proceeds go to the Hillenbrandt Scholarship Fund. Tickets are available
online. Exterior $12 - Interior $42. Please contact Chris Kleinhenz at 518-441-8719 to arrange
for mailing or delivery.
http://www.hoffmanhelpinghands.com/fundraiser.cfm?id=375

Thrivent Grants
Did you know that thoughtful Thrivent members have directed a total
of $528 to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in 2020 by
recommending where Thrivent should distribute some of its charitable
outreach funds?
Thrivent members have until March 31 to tell Thrivent where to send
some of Thrivent’s charitable giving dollars budgeted for 2020.
You can find more Thrivent Choice resources on Thrivent.com using the following link:
https://www.thrivent.com/making-a-difference/living-generously/thrivent-choice/.
If you are not already familiar with Thrivent Choice program, please know that your church is
enrolled to receive Choice Dollars grant funding. Thrivent Choice is a member-advised
charitable grant program that provides an easy way for members to recommend where Thrivent
should donate some of its charitable outreach funds. Members can help support you by
directing Choice Dollars. Visit Thrivent.com to learn more or call our local office at 518-4298626.
The many outreach projects of our congregation are made possible in large part by grants from
Thrivent Financial. Every Thrivent member is eligible to apply for two $250.00 Action Team
grants per year. These are easy to apply for, and if you need help please ask Carol Phelps
or Danny Patrick.
If you are not a Thrivent member, but would still like to help apply for a grant, you can
become a Thrivent Associate Member. Associate membership is $19.95 and with that
membership you are able to apply for a $250.00 Thrivent grant for our congregation’s
outreach projects. Contact Thrivent either by phone or at Thrivent.com for more info.

Financial News
Financial Report for December 2020
Month
YTD
Expenses
$11,685.82 $163,254.90
Revenue
$15,461.57 $148,032.41
Surplus +
Deficit $3,775.75
-$15,222.49
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Box Tops for Education
Please save Box Tops for Education to donate to our neighbors at
Shaker Elementary School. They receive money for these special
box tops to fund special projects at the school. A donation jar is on
the table in the front entrance. Thank you.

Volunteer!
Volunteer to be a Reader, or serve on a committee!
If you would like more information as to what these volunteer opportunities entail, please reach
out to Bertie Cole at bertiecole@gmail.com or 518-626-0657. We welcome your participation!
THANK YOU!

We continue to collect can tabs: There is a jar in the narthex in
which to put your can tabs. We have been informed that Ronald
McDonald House still collects them and recycles them through a
broker for cash. One more place to reach out to our community! Drop off your can tabs
Monday-Thursday 11 am – 4 pm or call the office to arrange a time to stop by. We would like to
fill the container in the Narthex the first Sunday we can resume in-person worship.

Tithe.ly
You can go to our website www.gslcl.org via
your computer or phone and make an
electronic donation. You can also download
the app from the App Store on your phone – tithe.ly.
It’s secure and easy. Try it out today.

Donate here to
support the
various ministries
of Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church
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~ February 2021 ~
Sun

7

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

8

9

10

11

12

13

9:30 ZOOM
WORSHIP
10:30am: Zoom
Fellowship

6:30 pm
Church
Council

14
15
Transfiguration
Sunday

16
7 pm WELCA
meeting
via Zoom

17
18
Ash
Wednesday

19

20

23

24
Synod
Lenten
Service via
zoom

26

27
1-2 pm
Food Drive

9:30 ZOOM
WORSHIP
10:30am: Zoom
Fellowship

21
9:30 ZOOM
WORSHIP
10:30am: Zoom
Fellowship

22

25

28
9:30 ZOOM
WORSHIP
10:30am: Zoom
Fellowship
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