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PASTOR JOYCE’S MESSAGE
Well summer is here with us making plans for the future!
Taking the time to look at what is the most important
part of moving ahead is locating our boundaries. When
any group of people or individuals make plans, the first
part is knowing what needs doing and who will do it.
Then comes setting boundaries so we don’t bump into
each other. That is why any organization puts teams
and committees together. There is a definition and clear
understanding of who does what. We, at Good
Shepherd, are doing just that task. In order to be
successful, we take stock of ourselves and what we
have agreed to do. Working with Arlen, the multiple
teams and committees, and day to day pastoral work, I
find we are readjusting to a new reality. Who does what, why the task is done, how the
task is done all comes up for discernment? To avoid bumping into each other, to be
more efficient, and making plans for the future we first need to heal some wounds. Yes,
there are wounds with some of them created by the new world the pandemic created.
We had to learn new ways of communicating and the congregation was invited to enter
into a new pattern of pastoral leadership. I also needed to look at my role as, not a
called pastor, but as a transition pastor. That role created my need to review
boundaries…who am I and who are you in this relationship? Prayer brought me to the
decision that we will benefit in participating in a Healing Service by moving forward from
what was to what is. This service is often planned by on a regular basis (we all need
healing regularly). Pastor Bill Siiss and I discussed this plan for he also led healing
services during his active ministry. We will celebrate this liturgy on July 11, 2021. I look
forward to engaging in the worship along with Bishop John Macholz. We are on our way
to a renewal of purpose, healing from the past, and planning for the future.

July 11, 2021
This service includes scripture, laying on of
hands, and anointing. We will be very mindful
of your safety. This liturgy will include use of
anointing oil blessed recently at a service led
by Bishop Macholz. The Bishop is joining us in
our worship. We will also celebrate Holy
Communion. Everyone is welcome to invite
people who have never been with us in
worship and those we have not seen in a long
time. All are Welcome.
In His Name,
Pastor Joyce
3

September 2021 Newsletter Deadline: Wed., August 18th
PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS
•
•
•
•
•
•

Gwen Graham - 6 Winners Circle #313, Albany, NY 12205.
Betty Cadwallader - Schenectady Center for Rehab, 526 Altamont Avenue,
Room 515-B Maple, Schenectady, NY 12303.
Maria Mackey - Cards can be sent to 71 Messenger Street, Apt. 1013, Plainville, MA 02672.
Tom Flynn – 32 Lark Street, Cohoes, NY 12047
Susan Perkins - 104 Park Place, Williamsburg, VA 23105
Lynn Best – Daughters of Sarah, 180 Washington Ave. Ext., Room, 314, Albany, NY 12203

*Please call the office if you wish to add someone to the prayer list .

Don’t Forget Our Homebound Members
Betty Cadwallader
Lydia Carbonaro
Gwen Graham
Bob & Ann Howland
Shirley Kroll

Ron Lagerroos
Marilyn Loecher
Maria Mackey
Lou Reiss
Joan VanApeldoorn

July Birthdays
1 – Sharon Rasmussen
4 - Antoinette Vinciquerra
5 - Cameron Rhodes, Amy Rudat
Carolyn Wolfe
6 - Ralf Miller
7 – Annabel VanSickle
10 – Mary Benoit
11 – Timothy Caufield
12 - Nancy McGrath
13 - Hayley Beach
14 – Siera Morales
15 – Clayton Buff
17 – Samantha Carey
21 - Marc Kleinhenz
23 –Carl Phelps
25 - Christopher Kowalski
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August Birthdays
2 - Bonnie Siiss
3 – Caitlyn Gelfund
4 – Marcia Bahan
7 – Lynne Salerno
9 – Beverly Quinlan
10 – Robert Howland
20 – Betty Cadwallader
21 – Anita Dean-Chohan
23 – Torrina Adams, Jeffrey Ludwin
26 – Kelsey Dwire
27 – Bill Siiss
29 – Truman Crouse

   


Church Council President’s Message
Lately, I’ve become keenly aware of those in my life and the lives of others who are facing
personal tragedies and challenges while being in positions that require them to "be there for
others”, “responsible for others” or “in charge”. As if it isn't enough to have to cope with their
own personal pain, they are responsible for having to help others cope with their work,
business, life, spiritual or financial problems. We usually don't know who these people are as
they are doing their best to uphold their responsibility to others. At times, they may fall short of
expectations and face other's wrath.
"Well", you may say, "that's their chosen path in life; they still need to fulfil their
responsibilities". Well..........while that is technically correct, people are not automated robots;
they are affected by all sorts of things in life. How do we know who these people are? We
don't. As I said, these people are doing their best. At times, when personal situations are so
overwhelming, if possible, they may defer those responsibilities to others so they can heal.
So when a person falls short of your expectation, doesn't respond to you quickly enough, makes
an unkind gesture in traffic, etc., please don't jump to thinking the worst of them. Try to
remember that people may be going through things you know nothing about. Be kind always. Disagree, if you do; ask questions, if you have them, but be respectful - always.
We are all created by God, in his likeness. From John 15:12 "This is My commandment, that
you love one another, just as I have loved you"
In prayer and contemplation,
Maryanne
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Update on Mediation from Dave Ferrill
Dates and times for mediation sessions are always provided in the mid-week messages.
The Zoom link for the mediation sessions is:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2965078915?pwd=aUY4dmZrYXRMWEQySkNzOTM5WXREZz09

Meeting ID: 296 507 8915
Passcode: 1027
Dial in:
+1 646 876 9923

WELCA
Women of the ELCA
The Good Shepherd-Loudonville unit of Women of the ELCA will meet for
dinner at a local restaurant on July 20, starting at 5:30 PM. Watch for details in
the mid-week message! For information about the Women of the ELCA,
contact Marjorie Raymond, unit coordinator, at 518-424-6043.

Berry Festival
The Fifteenth Annual Berry Festival will be on Saturday,
July 10th from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM. Delicious strawberries,
blueberries, and raspberries will be served on homemade
biscuits topped with your choice of either vanilla ice cream or
whipped cream. So if you come to the Berry Festival every
year or have never come, please stop by and have some great
berries and fellowship.
If you can help out in any way, please talk to Carol Phelps or Danny Patrick. See you at the
Berry Festival!

6

Food Drive
Our next Food Drive will be on Saturday August 7 from 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm and we will be
collecting school supplies for the children at the Schuyler Inn in Menands. So please put this date
on your calendar and again thank you so much for your support of these special ministries.

Thank you for your continued support of our food collections.
Chris Kleinhenz, Danny Patrick, Carol Phelps

Summer Lunch Program
The Outreach and Evangelism Ministry Team will be overseeing the Summer Lunch Program at
the Schuyler Inn in Menands every Thursday in July and August beginning on July 8th.
Schuyler Inn is an emergency housing shelter for families. They are in great need and very
grateful for the meals and any clothing/school supplies that we are able to obtain for them. We
provide the families with a nutritious lunch as well as underwear, socks, sweatshirts, and
backpacks filled with school supplies for the children.
In the past, members of the congregation have been very generous with food donations and we
are asking for food, as well as children and adult books. Food suggestions are individual boxes
of juice, chocolate, vanilla and butterscotch puddings, fruit cocktail cups, raisins, gluten free
items; cheese sticks; individual bags of potato chips, granola bars and cheese and peanut
butter crackers. Food donations are being collected in the front lobby of the church. Please help
if you can.
We are in great need for volunteers to help with preparing the lunches and loading them into
cars to bring down to the Schuyler Inn and then unloading the food when we get there. If you
could help out with this specific task or any other part of the lunch like preparing, serving and
cleaning up, please speak to Carol Phelps or Danny Patrick. If you could volunteer just an hour
or the whole time it would be greatly appreciated. We usually begin at 9 am and get done at
around 2 pm.

Club Scientific
Club Scientific will be hosting their summer camp again at Good Shepherd during the summer.
The camp dates are for the weeks of June 28, July 12, July 19, July 26, August 2, and August 9.
Information is available online at https://colonie.clubscientific.com.

Financial News
Financial Report for May 2021
YTD
May
Expenses
$11,511.36
$56,846.86
Revenue
$8,014.45
$56,027.56
Surplus +
Deficit -$819.30
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Property Team Update
In May, the Masonry work began with the complete
replacement of substructure and bricks under the
Narthex windows by the Fellowship Room. The low wall
leading from the Sanctuary to the Cross was completely
re-done and the base structure under the pillars at the front entrance, will also be addressed
soon. Thanks to Paul Spofford for working with the Mason and specifically, his assistance with
the substructure work.
The front lawn trees will be trimmed away from the sign and in doing so will make the building
more visible from Albany Shaker Rd.
135 of our upholstered chairs were cleaned, just in time for us to re-convene in worship. A big
difference was noted.
Recently, the Air Conditioning unit for the Fellowship room was repaired and a condition was
found that apparently had been present since its installation. That condition was corrected. A
yearly maintenance agreement will be presented to Council for their consideration.
The carpeting/flooring has been installed as this article is written. Early comments stated that
the decisions on the flooring, made by the committee, were the right ones. Members of the
Property and Worship & Music teams have prepared the entire building for post Pandemic,
post Yard Sale, summertime worship and the non-stop building use that will take place over the
summer. The building has been in a state of upheaval for many weeks.
The parking lot paving is scheduled for the week starting August 16th when a lull between the
summer camp programs will take place.
All in all, the many projects going on this spring and summer to date have kept members of the
Property Team very busy.
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Yard Clean-Up Dates!
Volunteers are welcome! Bring your own tools. Lawn bags will be provided.
Name of Event
Mid-week Clean-up Day
Mid-week Clean-up Day
Monthly Clean-up Day
Mid-week Clean-up Day
Monthly Clean-up Day
Fall Clean-up Day

Day
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday
Thursday
Saturday
Saturday

Date/Time
July 7, 9 a.m.
July 29, 9 a.m.
September 18, 9 a.m.
September 30, 9 a.m.
October 16, 9 a.m.
November 20, 9 a.m.

Rain Date
July 10
August 5
September 25
October 7
October 23
November 27

Hoffman Car Wash Helping Hands Fundraiser
This is a great gift! Proceeds go to the Hillenbrandt Scholarship Fund. Tickets are available
online. Exterior $12 - Interior $42. Please contact Chris Kleinhenz at 518-441-8719 to arrange
for mailing or delivery.
http://www.hoffmanhelpinghands.com/fundraiser.cfm?id=375

Thrivent Grants
If you are not already familiar with Thrivent Choice program, please
know that your church is enrolled to receive Choice Dollars grant
funding. Thrivent Choice is a member-advised charitable grant
program that provides an easy way for members to recommend where
Thrivent should donate some of its charitable outreach funds.
Members can help support you by directing Choice Dollars. Visit
Thrivent.com to learn more or call our local office at 518-429-8626.
The many outreach projects of our congregation are made possible in large part by grants from
Thrivent Financial. Every Thrivent member is eligible to apply for two $250.00 Action Team
grants per year. These are easy to apply for, and if you need help, please ask Carol Phelps
or Danny Patrick.
If you are not a Thrivent member, but would still like to help apply for a grant, you can
become a Thrivent Associate Member. Associate membership is $19.95 and with that
membership you are able to apply for a $250.00 Thrivent grant for our congregation’s
outreach projects. Contact Thrivent either by phone or at Thrivent.com for more info.
You can find more Thrivent Choice resources on Thrivent.com using the following link:
https://www.thrivent.com/making-a-difference/living-generously/thrivent-choice/.

Box Tops for Education
Please save Box Tops for Education to donate to our neighbors at
Shaker Elementary School. They receive money for these special box
tops to fund special projects at the school. A donation jar is on the table
in the front entrance. Thank you.
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HELP THOSE IN NEED!
American Clothing Recycling has a Clothing Bin in our parking lot just
waiting for your clothing donations. If you or someone you know has
clothes or shoes they no longer want or need, donate them here. The
clothing is sold throughout the U.S. and to third world countries to be reworn, where new clothing is unaffordable for many of its citizens. GSLC
also receives 5 cents per pound for the donations, which we can then use
for our various ministries.

Altar Flowers
This is a special way to remember important occasions, loved ones
we have lost, and to support the church as well. After you have
signed up for a particular Sunday, payment of $18 should be placed
in a flower envelope and put in the collection plate. Please be sure to
include the date of the flower donation on your check and on the
envelope. After the service, the flowers may be taken by those who
donated them for the altar that day. If special arrangements need to
be made, or if you have any questions, contact the church office or Bonnie Siiss.

We continue to collect can tabs
There is a jar in the narthex in which to put your can tabs. We have
been informed that Ronald McDonald House still collects them and
recycles them through a broker for cash. One more place to reach
out to our community! Drop off your can tabs Monday-Thursday
11 am – 4 pm or call the office to arrange a time to stop by. We
would like to fill the container in the Narthex the first Sunday we
can resume in-person worship.

Tithe.ly
You can go to our website www.gslcl.org via
your computer or phone and make an
electronic donation. You can also download
the app from the App Store on your phone – tithe.ly.
It’s secure and easy. Try it out today.

Donate here to
support the
various ministries
of Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church
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We had a very successful Community Yard Sale on June 12. Although the morning started with
some rain, we were able to get everything ready and open our doors at 9:30, as planned.
Thanks to the hard work of our volunteers and the generosity of our friends and neighbors in the
community, we raised more than $5600 to support the ministries of Good Shepherd-Loudonville
and Lutheran Disaster Response.
We are grateful to all of the volunteers who helped price and organize the donations and
maintain tables at the sale. Special thanks to Nancy and Mike Serge who organized the Silent
Auction, Chris and Marc Kleinhenz who managed the Bake Sale and the Food Sale, along with
everyone who helped before, during or after the sale.
We worked together in ministry for Christ, had a lot of fun, and raised a significant amount of
money for our ministries.
Praise be to God!
Bertie Cole and Marjorie Raymond, Co-chairs

Bake Sale
Thank you for everyone that contributed to the bake and food sale. We made over $300. It was
a huge success.
Thank you
Chris Kleinhenz

Volunteer!
Volunteer to be a reader, greeter, usher, or serve on a committee!
If you would like more information as to what these volunteer opportunities
entail, please reach out to Bertie Cole at bertiecole@gmail.com or Sue
Spofford at smspofford@verizon.net. We welcome your participation!
THANK YOU!
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We are asking for volunteers to act as openers and closers for our Sunday service. The tasks
are simple and you would be shown in advance. The tasks are also clearly listed on sheets in
the sacristy. Council members also serve as openers and closers. The more people we can
involve, the easier it is for all. This is a great way to serve your church; it is especially helpful for
our worship yet takes minimal time and effort.
Please call Maryanne Sangiacomo at 518-776-0001.

Community Garden
Good Shepherd’s Community Garden is thriving, thanks to the work of our friends at the Center
for Disability Services. Thank you from all of us at Good Shepherd!

July/August Cluster Collection
Once again the Cluster churches are collecting school supplies for the children who attend the
Delaware Community School through July & August.
Some suggested donations include:
• B/W Marble Composition Notebooks
• 3-hole loose leaf paper
• Index cards
• Crayons
• Markers
• Pencils
• Colored Pencils
• Glue Sticks
• Paper plates
• Tissues
• Napkins
Please bring your school supply donations to the church office at your convenience.
And… Thank you for your continued support of all the Outreach Projects that we as a cluster of
Lutheran Churches in the Albany area do yearly! The children (and the teachers) are truly
appreciative of these supplies you donate to their school.
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We are Busy!
It is wonderful seeing our friends, members and volunteers returning to church for worship in the
sanctuary. New guidelines state that we are allowed 100% occupancy at services. We will be
incorporating outside worship beginning July 4th for those who prefer not to come inside. We
are encouraged; we are alive and thriving! And how we all have missed seeing one another!
We look forward to greeting each and every one of you over the upcoming months.

Tuesday Morning Bible Study
Everyone is welcome to join us currently via phone on Tuesdays from 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm.
Along with reading from the New Testament and sharing related discussions, we also reach out
to others in need with prayers, by sending cards and a personal note. Any questions, please
contact Carolyn Wolfe 518-977-3951.

Those Who Serve in July and August
Sunday

Supply

Reader 1

Reader 2

Announcer

Usher

7/4/21

Jim Netzer. SAM

Meg Winters

Bertie Cole

Atif Dean

Dick Walker

7/11/21

Bishop Macholz

Bill Siiss

Danny Patrick

Kathy Ingalls

John Ludwin

7/18/21

Dick Walker

Atif Dean

Elizabeth Strohbeck

Danny Patrick

7/25/21

Mike Serge

Nancy Serge

Marie Wertman

Mike Serge

8/1/21

Betty Suarez

Susan Spofford

Marc Kleinhenz

Paul Spofford

Carol Phelps

Marie Wertman

Atif Dean

Danny Patrick

Meg Winters

Bertie Cole

Dave Ferrill

Rob Beach

8/8/21

Dan Hahn

8/15/21
8/22/21

Dan Hahn

Bill Siiss

Marjorie Raymond

Elizabeth Strohbeck

8/29/21

Dave Preisinger

Dick Walker

Atif Dean

Carol Phelps
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~ July 2021 ~
Sun

Mon

4
9:30 WORSHIP
Communion
Sunday
10:30am:
Fellowship Hour

5

11
9:30 AM HEALING
SERVICE WITH
BISHOP MACHOLZ
10:30: Fellowship
Hour
11:00 AM
Congregation
meeting
18
WORSHIP: 9:30AM
Communion
Sunday
10:30am:
Fellowship Hour

12
6:00 pm
Audubons

25
WORSHIP:
9:30AM
10:30am:
Fellowship Hour

26

19
7:00pm
W&M
Comm

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
12 pm –
Colonie
Seniors
7 pm W&M

2
9:30 am
Colonie
Seniors

3

6
12:30 pm
Colonie Srs.
1:00pm - Bible
Study
6:30–Special
Council mtg
7 pm O&E
13
1:00pm - Bible
Study
12:30 pm
Colonie
Seniors
6:30 Council
mtg

7
9 am Yard
Cleanup

8
12 pm –
Colonie
Seniors
* Lunch
Program
Begins

9
9:30 am
Colonie
Seniors

10
4-7 pm
15th Annual
Berry Festival

14

15
12 pm –
Colonie
Seniors

16
9:30 am
Colonie
Seniors

17

20
1:00pm - Bible
Study
12:30 pm
Colonie Srs.
5:30pm
WELCA
27
1:00pm - Bible
Study
12:30 pm
Colonie Srs

21

22
12 pm –
Colonie
Seniors

23
9:30 am
Colonie
Seniors

24

28
9 am
Colonie
Seniors
Board
meeting

29
9 am Yard
Cleanup

30

31
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~ AUGUST 2021 ~
Sun

Mon

Tue

2

3

8
WORSHIP:
9:30AM
10:30am:
Fellowship Hour

9
6:00 pm
Audubon
Society

15
WORSHIP:
9:30AM
Communion
Sunday
10:30am:
Fellowship Hour

16
PAVING
PARKING
LOT
7 pm
Worship &
Music

Wed
4

Thu

Fri

Sat

5
12 pm –
Colonie
Seniors

6
9:30 am
Colonie
Seniors

7

10
11
1:00pm - Bible
Study
12:30 pm
Colonie
Seniors
6:30pm–
Church
Council
17
18
PAVING
PAVING
1:00pm - Bible
Study
12:30 pm
Colonie Srs

12
12 pm –
Colonie
Seniors

13
9:30 am
Colonie
Seniors

14

19
12 pm –
Colonie
Seniors

20
9:30 am
Colonie
Seniors

21
12 pm – 5 pm
Memorial
Service &
Fellowship

22
23
WORSHIP: 9:30AM
10:30am:
Fellowship Hour

24
1:00pm - Bible
Study
12:30 pm
Colonie Srs

26
12 pm –
Colonie
Seniors

27
9:30 am
Colonie
Seniors

28

29
WORSHIP:
9:30AM
10:30am:
Fellowship Hour

31
1:00pm - Bible
Study
12:30 pm
Colonie
Seniors

1
WORSHIP:
9:30AM
Communion
Sunday
10:30am:
Fellowship Hour

30

25
9 am
Colonie Srs
Board
meeting
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