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We send our deepest condolences to
the families of Gwen Graham and
Richard Hyserman.

Don’t Forget Our Homebound Members
Especially during these difficult times, please remember to send cards, and make phone
calls to our homebound members.

Betty Cadwallader
Lydia Carbonaro
Ann Howland
Shirley Kroll

Ron Lagerroos
Marie Mackey
Lou Reiss
Joan VanApeldoorn
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PASTOR JOYCE’S MESSAGE
You who are over us,
You who are one of us,
You who are also within us,
May all see you-in me also.
May I prepare the way for you,
May I thank you for all
that shall fall to my lot,
May I also not forget the needs of others.
Give me a pure heart-that I may see you.
A humble heart-that I may hear you,
A heart of love-that I may serve you,
A heart of faith-that I may abide in you. Amen.
- Dag Hammarskjøld
This prayer, written by a Swedish diplomat, Secretary General of the
United Nations, died at the age of 59 years in a plane crash. He was
returning from a mission for the UN. His book, Markings, has always inspired
me with his quotes which are so full of his love for God, people, and
willingness to serve. I just wanted to share it with you. I probably felt his
presence as we have struggled so much in the past with CoVid, learning how
to use technology to offer the Word in a new way, and certainly the tragedy
of Ukraine.
Now Easter opens our thoughts and prayers for the future. Good Shepherd
will continue to see joy in the future, but we just don’t know how it will look.
The next year seems uncertain, and God is always present, so we prepare
the way for Christ Jesus to lead us, have faith that we are not alone, and we
walk with Him in our heart. May we all have a heart of faith that we may
abide in Him.
Happy Easter!
Pastor Joyce
3

April Birthdays
2
6
7
15
22
28
30

Nicholas Frohne,
Zachary Frohne
Elizabeth Sickler
Tyler Harting
Earl Redding
William Mwandambo
Dawn Girard
Bertie Cole
Julie Van Sickle

The Worship
and Music Corner
Supply Organist Update
We are pleased to announce Anita Anderson has
accepted the role of supply musician. She will play
three times a month and Jeff Emptage will play once
a month (5-week months she will play 4 Sundays,
and Jeff will play once). They work out their schedule between themselves. Here is
Anita’s response when she accepted this role:
I accept the supply position as currently described.
I am also grateful to Mr. Emptage who was my mentor in music from the time I was an
adolescent in attendance at Good Shepherd all those years ago. His encouragement
allowed me to develop as a professional church organist, and I am grateful for his
encouragement as it allowed me to develop as a musician
and provide service to a number of congregations in the
area.
I am glad to hear that worship and music is enthusiastic
about having me continue to serve at Good Shepherd. I
have received a warm welcome, and am grateful for that as
well.
Pastor Joyce, I appreciate all of your straightforward
communications.
Looking forward to serving Good Shepherd in the upcoming months.
In gratitude,
Anita Andersen
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Bring the children on the next 3 Sundays. There will be a
children's sermon and then special activities time where the
children will make crafts related to lent and Palm Sunday.
They will gather in the sanctuary and leave shortly after to
join Nancy Layne and Nancy Serge in doing this project.

Safety Precautions Update:
Please be aware guidelines regarding CoVid have been changed. We are currently
indicating that masks are optional for worship service, meetings, and groups utilizing
space. The Church Council will continue to look at the current data and make decisions
on the appropriate practices for Good Shepherd going forward. You will be updated in
the mid-week messages of any changes.

Follow-Up Conversation with Other Albany
Lutheran Churches
When: Tuesday, March 29, 7-8PM
Where: Online via Zoom
Who: Anyone who wants to continue talking about what
it looks like right now to be a Lutheran Presence in the
Albany area. This is a follow-up to the conversation that
began at First Lutheran in February, but anyone can join (even if you were not
at the first event)
Why: Rooted in the Gospel we are called to be a witness as the whole Body of
Christ
How: Pastor Lori Kochanski, Assistant to the Bishop, will moderate the
conversation so that all leaders in the churches are able to fully participate in
the conversation.
Register here to receive a Zoom link for March 29. If you cannot attend the
meeting on March 29, but would like to be informed of further events, you may
also please sign up via this link.
Link: https://forms.gle/NztGuVgVYpU9tKsy8
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Church Council Update
▪ Pastor Fiore opened council meeting up
with a word of prayer reflecting on the
situation in Ukraine
Danny Patrick, President
▪ Financial report was reviewed for February
2022 and we currently have a deficit of $6,252.60
▪ Pastor Fiore spoke to council for about one-half hour on her role as
Transitional Pastor
▪ Dave Ferrill and Maryanne Sangiacomo gave a final report on the
church council meeting with Pastor Arlen Vernava who made
recommendations of how we could restructure council meetings to be
more effective. Council will set up a time in the near future to discuss
these recommendations in more detail and see how council might
want to restructure council meetings
▪ Council passed a new COVID-19 policy where masks are now
optional and we will no longer ask people if they have been
vaccinated and boosted.
▪ Parish Life will explore when it might be possible for us to begin
having Fellowship hour after our Sunday Worship Service
▪ On Sunday March 27 after the Sunday worship service, we will be
having a quarterly Council Forum for the members of the
congregation in the Fellowship Hall or via zoom for the purpose of
letting congregation know further what council has been working on
and a time for people to ask any questions that they might have. We
are hoping to have our meeting with Pastor Lori Kochanski, Assistant
to the Bishop soon about the ABIDE Program, how that process will
prepare us to calling a pastor and when the ABIDE Program will be
starting. This information will be shared with congregation at the
council forum on March 27th.
Members of the congregation are always welcome to attend council
meetings either in person or on zoom. Also, the minutes of the council
meetings and the financial reports are posted on the bulletin board across
from the coat rack in the narthex/front hallway.
Blessings,
Danny Patrick
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Technology Team had an initial meeting on
March 22nd to discuss needs and projections
for continuing to improve systems at Good
Shepherd. Some research will be done
over the next month and the team will meet
again on April 26th at 6:30 pm.
Maryanne Sangiacomo

May 2022 Newsletter Deadline:
Thursday, April 14th
Altar Flowers –
Flower dedications resume following Easter. Please be sure
to sign up to honor or remember your loved ones.

WELCA
The Good Shepherd Lutheran Church – Loudonville unit
of Women of the ELCA will not meet during April. The
next WELCA meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 17
at 7 PM. The meeting will be held at the church and on
zoom. We will continue discussion on the service
projects that were discussed at the February meeting.
Plans are underway to make Linus
Blankets on May 14th 9 am – 2:30 pm. For more
information, please contact Marjorie Raymond, unit
coordinator, at 518-424-6043. Suggestions for programs
and service projects are always welcome.
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Financial News
Financial Report for February
2022
February
YTD
Expenses $13,984.17 $26,060.67
Revenue $13,066.25 $19,808.07
Surplus +
Deficit - -$ 917.92 -$6,252.60

Outreach and Evangelism
The members of this ministry team decided to take $500 from the Summer
Lunch Program and put it towards the congregational collection for Ukraine
through the Lutheran World Relief to help the refugees due to the war
between Russia and Ukraine.
The ministry team would like to make up packets for the families at the
Sister Maureen Joyce Center of toiletry items. As you may know, we have
been collecting food for their food pantry for many years. In April we would
like to ask members of the congregation for items like shampoo, body
wash, soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, combs, brushes, body lotion, and
emery boards. We will be collecting these items in April until the middle of
May. There will be a bin in the narthex for your donations. We thank you
in advance for your anticipated donations for this endeavor as well as for all
of the other places that we donate food and other items to.
The next Outreach and Evangelism Ministry Team meeting is scheduled for
Wednesday April 20 at 7:00 pm via in person or zoom.
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HELP THOSE IN NEED!
American Clothing Recycling has a Clothing Bin in our parking lot
just waiting for your clothing donations. If you or someone you
know has clothes or shoes they no longer want or need, donate
them here. GSLC also receives 5 cents per pound for the
donations, which we can then use for our various ministries.

Men’s Shelter Meals
The cluster churches continue to prepare meals for the Overflow Homeless Shelter at
First Lutheran Church in Albany. The men and staff really appreciate the meals. A
special thanks to Marie and Kevin Wertman who provided the whole meal on March
1. We have two more meals for this Overflow Homeless Shelter season and we are
happy to report that we have volunteers to provide these meals. The shelter is
scheduled to close on April 30th. We cannot thank all of you who have provided meals
over the past few months and contributing to this very special ministry.

Personnel Committee Update
Kathy Flynn, our Administrative Assistant, is scheduled for shoulder replacement
surgery on April 7th. Her recovery time and time out of the office is yet to be
determined. We wish her the best results and to finally be free from pain. We want to
express enormous gratitude to Steve Layne who will be available to assist with the
office in Kathy’s absence, as needed.
Kevin Wertman is working hard in the interior of the building before spring comes and
then the focus will need to include some outside work. He is making note of many small
repairs that are needed around the building. If you see something that needs attention,
please leave a note for Pastor Joyce or one of the people on the Property Team.
Marie Wertman

Wednesday Bible Study
Join us for the Wednesday Bible Study 1:00
pm – 2:15 pm as we study Scripture and grow
in God’s word. Men and women are invited!
Each week we begin in prayer, and then
discuss the lessons relating to the upcoming
Sunday worship service. You are invited to
attend in person at Good Shepherd or by
calling in. Contact Bertie Cole at 518-626-0657
for current information about joining the group!
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March/April Cluster Collection
The Cluster collection for March and April will be items for the St. John/St. Ann’s Food
Pantry that cannot be purchased with SNAP benefits (aka: food stamps). Items that
are especially helpful are diapers, baby wipes, feminine hygiene products, and general
hygiene products like soap, shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes and toilet
paper. Other good choices are laundry detergent, dish soap, cleaning products and
paper towels.

10

The Great Three Days
During Holy Week, which begins on Palm Sunday, April 10th, we prepare for what is known as
The Great Three Days (Triduum in Latin). These days focus intensely on Christ’s passage from
death to life: Maundy Thursday evening through Easter evening. For Christians this is the
holiest week of the year. During our season of Lent, we have been journeying through the
wilderness through prayer, fasting, and sacrificial giving in preparation for Easter and the joy of
the resurrection. Easter is so much more meaningful as we participate in these services and
experience what Christ has done for us.
Maundy Thursday Service – Thursday, April 14th – 6:30 pm
Pastor Jim Hulihan
Come and celebrate Jesus’ last supper with the disciples and his great commandment. “I give
you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should
love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.” John 13:34-35
Good Friday Tenebrae Service – Friday, April 15th – 6:30 pm
Tenebrae is Latin for shadows. This service is one that will begin in light and grow gradually
darker as candles are extinguished. This symbolizes Jesus, the Light of the World, whose light
was extinguished at the time of His death on Good Friday and returned in the resurrection on
Easter Sunday. This is a powerful service that will leave you feeling the depth of the love Jesus
has for us through what he endured as we read his final words.
Easter Sunday Service – Sunday, April 17th – 9:30 am
Join us as we celebrate the feast of the resurrection on Sunday, April 17. Worship service is at
9:30 am.
Easter Fellowship
Come join us for fellowship following the service on Easter Sunday. This is a wonderful tradition
here at Good Shepherd.

“He is Risen”
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Earth Day
Friday, April 22nd is Earth Day. It is a day set aside to be more aware of God’s creation, and
the role we have in being good stewards of all that God has made. The earth needs our help.
Do something today to show your love for the earth God has made. Stop using plastic,
Styrofoam, and other harmful products. Plant a tree.

Hillenbrandt Scholarships
Applications for the 2022-2023 academic year are available
in the church narthex. You can also call the church office and
request to have an application sent to you via mail or email.
Necessary instructions will be located on the form. When all
necessary requirements have been completed, return the
applications to the church office no later than May 1, 2022.

Lutheran Disaster Relief
International Non-Governmental Organization

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church responds to the crisis in the Ukraine and around the world.
Consider donating to this amazing organization known as LUTHERAN DISASTER RELIEF.
Blue envelopes designated for this appeal are in the narthex. BE SURE TO NOTE ON THE
ENVELOPE "UKRAINE". The campaign will last for the month of March. You may also donate
online (https://donate/lwr.org) or mail Lutheran Disaster Relief, PO Box 17061, Baltimore, MD
21297-1061 or by calling1.800.597.5972.
Please remember you have the option of conveniently donating through tithely.com, not just for
this special donation but for your regular donations as well. It's so easy and convenient!
At the end of March, our treasurer will send the total amount of the campaign to Lutheran
Disaster Relief. We are Lutherans in unity with the world!

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (elca.org)
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Welcome Kori Tomelden - Communications Specialist

Kori is a neurodivergent, fourth generation Japanese American, second generation Filipino
American, podcaster, and empowerment coach currently residing in Albany, NY.
A member of the Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit, Kori grew up in a mixed religious
household and was unchurched before being led by the Spirit. Active in the church, Kori
currently serves as the Communications chair, the church liaison for the Collaboration,
Connection & Community project, as well as being a member of the church choir, an
assistant minister, reader, and member of the worship & music committee. Constantly
growing in faith, she is greatly inspired by the spiritual leadership of the Apostle Paul and
Mary Magdalene.
She shares her life with her partner Kyle, her children (two adult children and a
rambunctious 8 year old), and three cats. In her spare time, Kori enjoys crocheting, baking,
exploring waterfalls, watching Jeopardy, and reading.
Kori aspires to be a clinical psychologist where she can serve the marginalized in society
with their greatest challenges and needs.

Save the Date: Synod Assembly 2022
Cultivating a G.R.A.C.E Mindset: Generous Love
June 5-7, 2022 at the Rochester Riverside Convention Center
Registration is open now.
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Community Food Pantry
Good Shepherd has added a new food pantry to our community
outreach. It is to allow members of our congregation to leave nonperishable food items for those in need. A few guidelines though:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

No glass - Accidents happen and we don't want glass in the
parking lot;
No liquids - these tend to freeze and will spoil food in the
cabinet
No ready to eat items - snack bars or candy.
No cleaning products - again they may contaminate food.
Diapers, dry formula, powdered milk, toilet paper, are always in need. But please
do not attach receipts to formula or diapers.
Please check to make sure the food is not spoiled or out of date.
Very few canned goods will freeze.

Suggested items include:
• dry beans, rice, pasta, canned foods such and meats and tuna, shelf stable
seitan or tofu, dried milk.
• Dog and cat food (We currently have a good supply of cat food. Maybe kitty litter
instead?)
Important to know:
• The light overhead is intentionally pointed in to the box for the convenience of
those using the box. It will come on at night with movement.
• The height off the ground is to dissuade critters but also to keep younger kids
out.
• Important for us to make sure the trash can gets emptied frequently to keep
animals and pests away.
• The unit is chained to the ground. It can be moved but the feedback I
received was, for liability reasons, the unit needs to be either concreted in or
chained down.

Thrivent Grants
Thrivent members have until March 31 to tell Thrivent where to send some of Thrivent’s
charitable giving dollars budgeted for 2022. You can find more Thrivent Choice
resources on Thrivent.com using the following link: https://www.thrivent.com/making-adifference/living-generously/thrivent-choice/.
The many outreach projects of our congregation are made possible in large part by
grants from Thrivent Financial. Every Thrivent member is eligible to apply for two
$250.00 Action Team grants per year. These are easy to apply for, and if you need
help, please ask Carol Phelps or Danny Patrick. If you are not a Thrivent member,
but would still like to help apply for a grant, you can become a Thrivent Associate
Member. Associate membership is $19.95 and with that membership you are able
to apply for a $250.00 Thrivent grant for our congregation’s outreach projects.
Contact Thrivent either by phone or at Thrivent.com for more info.
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The Lenten Season in 2022
•
•
•
•
•
•

Palm Preparation Team: April 8, 2022 11:00 am
Blessing of the Palms: April 9, 2022 10:00 am
Palm Sunday: April 10, 2022 9:30 am Worship
Maundy Thursday: April 14, 2022 6:30 pm Pastor Hulihan
Good Friday: April 15, 2022 6:30 pm service at Good Shepherd
12 noon service at First Lutheran
Easter Sunday: April 17, 2022 9:30 am service 10:30 am
fellowship
LENTEN SERVICES ON ZOOM
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS AT 6:30 PM

The four ELCA churches in the Albany Area (Good
Shepherd, First Lutheran Church, Saint Johns, and Holy
Spirit) will share in the Wednesday Lenten worship on
April 6th. The focus of their messaging will be “Love”.
Worship will be by Zoom only at 6:30 pm.

SAVE THE DATE!!!
April 8-9, 2022
Adult Christian Education Retreat with

The Rev. Dr. Rick Carlson
Topic: "Spending the Summer Preaching on Luke"
Where: Christ the King Retreat Center, Greenwich, NY
More details coming soon.
ALL ARE WELCOME!!
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On Saturday, April 9 at 10:00 am there will be a Blessing
of the Palms led by Pastor Fiore. We are hoping that as
many of you as possible, including your children can attend
this very short but meaningful ritual.
After the Blessing of the Palms some of us will be
delivering palms to the members of our congregation who
are homebound or in nursing homes. We are getting
together on Friday, April 8 at 11:00 am to attach a card
with a purple ribbon to each palm that will be given out on
Saturday and Palm Sunday. If you could help with this
please join us on Friday April 8th at 11:00 am and your
help would be greatly appreciated.
We have a list of people known to Good Shepherd who will receive a visit from one of our
members. If you know someone who would appreciate this visit, please let the office know.
Sunday, April 10th, we will assembly in the welcoming area (narthex) or outside if the weather
permits to begin our own procession into the sanctuary. Each of us will carry the palm branches
into church, singing “All Glory Laud and Honor” with great enthusiasm…we will have the
children of the congregation joining us…and then the feelings of joy begin to change
dramatically as the week goes on. We look forward to seeing you in person or by Zoom.

Conference-wide Easter Vigil in the Works!
Mark your calendars for April 16th 6-8 pm for news of the
Conference-wide Easter Vigil hosted by Messiah Lutheran Church
in Rotterdam. A collaborative effort among clergy throughout the
Conference, this will be a festive and interactive service heralding
our risen Savior. Details to follow—but mark your calendars now.
And consider organizing a carpool from your congregation so that
as many as possible may attend!
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HUDSON MOHAWK CONFERENCE
HUDSON MOHAWK CONFERENCE ASSEMBLY ANNOUNCED

The next meeting will be at Evangelical, Poestenkill on Sunday, April 3 at
2 pm in person. No Zoom link has been given and I will watch for if it will
be hybrid or not. There is an effort being made to see if we can Zoom in.
Please put on your calendars. An opportunity to learn more about each
other.
Pastor Joyce

This year's CROP walk will be on Sunday May 1 with registration starting at
12:30 pm and the opening ceremony at 1:15 pm at First Lutheran Church on
Western Avenue in Albany. Atif Dean will be our Team Captain and will have
more information and forms. If you would like to walk that day please get in
touch with Atif at a18dean@gmail.com..

Blood Drive April 6th – 1:00-6:30 pm
Please consider donating to our blood drive. Blood
levels continue to be at an alarming low level.
Hospitals have not been able to maintain more than a
1 day's volume of blood due to the Covid pandemic causing some
surgeries to be postponed. On average a blood donation is about 1 hour
and most employers allow employees time off to donate. Donors can
donate at 16 years of age with parental permission. There is not an upper
age restriction – the only requirement is that the donor is in good health.
Registration can be done the day of donation online saving about 15
minutes of time. You can sign up to donate on the American Red Cross
website under Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.
For questions or to sign up please contact Carol Phelps 518-355-3901.
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MANY THANKS TO OUR WORSHIP SERVERS & VOLUNTEERS!
THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY 4/3 – PASTOR JOYCE FIORE
Opener
Patti Kopach
Greeter
Patti Kopach
Usher
Dick Walker
Lay Reader
Bertie Cole
Communion Assistant
Marjorie Raymond
AV Tech
Elizabeth Strohbeck
Closer
Marie Wertman
THOSE WHO SERVE 4/10 – PASTOR JOYCE FIORE
Opener
Jeannette Harting
Greeter
Kathy Ingalls
Usher
Mike Serge
Lay Reader
Betty Suarez / Atif Dean / Dick Walker
Communion Assistant
Dick Walker
AV Tech
Marie Wertman
Closer
Marjorie Raymond
MAUNDY THURSDAY 4/14 – PASTOR JIM HULIHAN
Opener
Patti Kopach
Greeter
Patti Kopach
Reader
Danny Patrick
Communion Assistant
Bertie Cole
Usher
Mark Silo
AV Tech
Maryanne Sangiacomo
Closer
Marjorie Raymond
GOOD FRIDAY 4/15 – PASTOR JOYCE FIORE
Opener
Nancy Serge
Greeter
Nancy Serge
Reader
tbd
Usher
Danny Patrick
AV Tech
Steve Layne
Closer
Meg Winters
THOSE WHO SERVE 4/17 EASTER SUNDAY – PASTOR JOYCE FIORE
Opener
Kathy Ingalls
Greeter
Danny Patrick
Usher
Paul Spofford
Lay Reader
Susan Spofford
Communion Assistant
Meg Winters
AV Tech
Marie Wertman
Closer
Atif Dean
THOSE WHO SERVE 4/24 – PASTOR DAVE PREISINGER
Opener
Emmie Knobloch
Greeter
Steve Layne
Usher
Rob Beach
Lay Reader
Meg Winters
Communion Assistant
Bertie Cole
AV Tech
Meg Winters
Closer
Rob Beach
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~ April 2022 ~
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1
9:30
Colonie
Srs. (BR)

3
9:30 WORSHIP

10 PALM
SUNDAY
9:30 WORSHIP

4
4pm Club
Scientific

11
4pm Club
Scientific

5
6
12:30
1 pm Bible
Colonie Srs. Study

12
13
12:30
1 pm Bible
Colonie Srs. Study
6:30 pm
Council

8
9:30
Colonie
Srs. (BR)
11AM Palm
Prep Team
14
15
12-3 Colonie 9:30
Srs (BR)
Colonie
4pm Drama
Srs. (BR)
Kids
6:30 worship 6:30 Worship

9
10am Blessing
of the Palms
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7
12-3 Colonie
Srs (BR)
4pm Drama
Kids

17 EASTER
9:30 WORSHIP
10:30
FELLOWSHIP

18
4pm Club
Scientific

19
20
12:30
1 pm Bible
Colonie Srs. Study
7 pm
7pm Property Outreach &
Comm.
Evangelism

21
12-3 Colonie
Srs (BR)
4pm Drama
Kids

24
9:30 WORSHIP

25
4pm Club
Scientific
7:00 pm
Worship &
Music

26
12:30
Colonie Srs
6:30 AV
TEAM

28
29
12-3 Colonie
Srs (BR)

27
9 am Colonie
Srs Board FH
1 pm Bible
Study
7pm Property
Team

Sat
2
10 Drama
Kids

22
9:30
Colonie
Srs. (BR)

10 Drama
Kids
16
10 Drama
Kids

10 Drama
Kids

30
10 Drama
Kids

4pm Drama
Kids

Donate here to support
the various ministries of
Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church
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